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Acts 20. 18. 


Pros moſt of all for helWords la be 
S pou that” ie one” * bis Fan 
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Very aouinſall \Provideatol laving 
given occaſion for this great Aſſem- 
Iply, it would be a Soleciſmin Nature not to 


: dave a Text bee with it. 1 wil 
ne sehn * 


th * oc 20 . 
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2 AFunerall Sermon. 
Ihe loſs of that great Viyine ( whoſe 
Breathleſs Remains are there before you) 
is ſo great, that they only may think they 
know it, who knew not him. 

It ſhould not have bin a very eaſie mat- 
ter for another to have perſwaded me in- 
to ſuch a Poſt of Publick ſervice as this, 
to ha ve ſpoke'of the Memory of fo great 
a Man as the Reverend Mr. Fairfax, but it 
was his own Defire, both Living and 
Dying, it ſhould be ſo : And no Cenſure 
(howJuſt ſoeve) can be ſo grievous to 
me, as that would have bin, of denying 
the Requeſt of one whom dearly lov'd, 
and who had always power to Com- 
r 

But before I ſpaak of the Perſon, it is 

Neceſſary I {peak to the Text, and in or- 
der to that, I ſhall Firſt in a few word 
| conſider the Context. 
lache latter part of the Chapter, we 
have.the Apoſtles Farewel Sermon to the 
Epheſians: Wherein he tells them, v. 25 
That they ſhould fee his Face no more, 

Hi Sermon is begun wich the _ 
.- Wor 


222 3 
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words of Inſinuating Eloquence: Oonti- 


nued with Expreſſions of moſt paſſionate 
Affection: And concludeꝗ with a ſolemm 
Valediction and Movins Prayer. 
ln the Sermon there are Three things 
cheifly Obſcrveable. i. His Vindicationof 
himſelf. 2. His Exhortation to the El- 
ders. 3. His Recommendation of all his 

Hearers to God. Fry. 
1. The Apoſtles Vindicatn of himſelf. A 
Miniſter is not only to {ce to his Conſci- 
ence, but alſo to his Credit. It his Re- 
putation be once blaſted, his Miniſtry 
will not be long accepted. Now the A- 
poſtle clears himſelf from the Traducti- 
on of his Adverſaries, both as to his Life, 

and Doctrine. e 

” 1. As to bis Life. And for this he 


Appeals to their own Conſciences, from 


the very firſt time of their Acquaintance 
with him, v. 18, 19. Ie know from the firſt 
day that 1 came into Aſia, after what manner 
Ihave bin with you at all Seaſons, ſerving" the 
Lord with all Humility of Mind, and with 
many Tears, and Temptations which befell me, 


4 "tht Hy 
by the lying in wait of 1 — And ſolemn- 
1 teſts his own Integrity, I 
＋ nf no Man's Sil ver, £4 God _ 
Apparell ; So that it {hould ſeem, Gain 
was an Eccho of latter times, to that diſ- 
dainful Queſtion, Quid Venatur Sacerdot ? 
e. 
2. As to his Doctrine. Ad here he ap- 
peals to them again, v. 20. 21. That 
they knew he had kept back nothing that vas 
profitable to them, but had ſhewed them all, and E 
bad Taught them n Publickly and from Houſe v 
to Houſe teſtifying both to the Jews and alſoto 2 
Greeks,Repentance towards God, and Faith to- N 
wards our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Wherefore,ſays in 
he again, v. 2 6. 1 take you to record this day, b 
that Jam pure from the Blood of all Men. 175 14 
be clear from the Blood of any Man is a ©: 
very great Honour and Comfort for a t. 
Miniſter, but to be clear from the Blood I v 
of all Men is a much greater. E 
2. The Apoſtles Exhortation to the Elders, t 
v. 28 Tale heed unto your ſelves, and to all the 1 
Flock, over which. the Hoh - Ghoft hath made || 7] 
Jou Overſeers to feed the Church of God N 
wich 


ſolves. To their own Lives, and to their 


A Enmerall Sermon, . 
which he hath purchaſed with bis own Blood, 
Which Exhortation plainly conſiſts of 
two Branches: The iſt. whereof concerns 


themfelves; the 2d. their Peop 1. 
1. Hie exbortr them to take bred to them. 


own Souls, They that neglect their own 
Salvation, will not be much concem' d 
for the Salvation of others. 

2. He exhorts them to take beed to their 
Flocks. To their whole Flocks, and to e- 
very individual Member thereof. Col. 1. 
28. Warning every Man, and tenching every 
Man, that they may preſent every Man perfett 
in Chriſt Jeſus. This he urges upon them 
by a Fourfold Argument. 1. Bythe Re- 
lation they ſtood in to their Flocks: They were 
Ezirxems, Biſhops or Overſeers, to whom 
the Care and Government of their Flocks 
was ſolemnly Committed. 2. By the 
Perſon that put them into that Relation; and 
that was the Hoh Ghoſt: The Fleck over 
which the Holy-Ghoſt hath made you Over-feers, 
The Miniſtry is a Truſt committed to 
Men by the Holy Ghoſt, and therefore 


it 
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nit cocks be d 


angerous to trifle in it. 


72 By be Price pail py the Lord Jeſus _ | 


Flocks. They were Purchaſed 
his own Blood. — * that which was 
mult be careſully look d 
That which coſt che Blood of 


after. 


 Chniſtto purchaſe, deſerves the utmoſt 


pains of Miniſters to ſecute. 4. By the 
great danger they were likely to dhe: in af- 
ter his Death, v. 29,30, 3 u. Hur I Au this, 
that after my Departure, ſhall grievous Vol ves 
enter in amongſt you, not ſparing the Flack 
alſo out of qu own ſelves (hall men ariſe, 
. per ver ſe things, to dram away Diſci- 


s after them: Tbereſore Watch, c. 


If Wolves will watch to devour, Shep- 
herds muſt Watch to defend their Flocks. 

3. The Apoſtles Recommendation of all his 
Hours to Cod. v. 3 2. And now Brethren I 
commend you to God and to the Word of his 
Grace, which is able to build you up, and to 


give you an Inberitance among ſt all them that . 


are fanbtifyed. Where you may obſerve, 


1. To whom it is be recommends them. 
And that is principally and above all to 


God, 


— 


A' Funeral Sermon. »5 
od, And now Brethren I commend you to 
od, The God and Fountain of all bliſs 
and bleſſing. And next under God he 
ommends them to the Golpel, or the 
ord of his Grace, The Ordinary means 
hereby God communicates his bleſſings 
o his People. | 

2. For what it is be thus recommends them 
0 God, and to the Word of his grace. 1. That 
bey might be bult up. Not only have 
rue Grace, bur more of it. 2. That 
hey might have an Inheritance amongſt them 
hat are Sanfified, Not only have much 
race, but Glory. roo. So that from 
ence we ſee, A proficiency in Grate, and 
Conſummation thereof in Glory ; is the 
reat defire of a gracious Miniſter for bis 
„ People. 8 
- Aﬀtet tlys we have the Apoſtles con- 
= luding Prayer with his beloved Ephe- 
ans: And then their ſorrowful Part- 


C. 

His Prayer you will find, v. 36. When 
e had thus ſpoken, he kneeled down and 
ajed- with them all, A Miniſter will 
1 "= -- "nl 


8 A Funerall Sermon. 
not diſmiſs his People without Prayet. I 

Then their ſorrowſul Parting follows, . 
v. 37,38: It is ſaid, They all wept very R 
ſore, and fell upon Paul's neck, and Kiſſed I of 
him: Sorrowing moſt of all for the words} 
which he ſpake, that they ſhould ſee his face i, 
no more. And they accompanied him untoll,.. 


) mo! mo 
the S hip. : | wh 
Having thus brought you to the 


Words of my Text, you might Obſerve 
in them thele four things. 

1. A very great Mourning. The Word 
in the Greek expreſſing this, i; ¼u 
and denotes a . very. heart-burdening 
grief. They were not lightly affected, 
but very deeply Afflicted with it. 

2. The Mourners. And they were the 
Elders of Epheſus and the People. They 
all wept, and wept ſore; They all ſor 
rowed, and ſorrowed Much. Not one 
ly One, or ſome, or many, or the moſt 
of them, but all, _ | 

3. The Perſon mourned for. Not an | 
great Prince or Monarch, or Emperzourfy pr 
bur a Plain Miniſter of Jeſus Chri 
* * | —" 


ſo 


* 


rler 


4 F _— 8 9 


aal an A poſtle, and Servant of Chriſt, 
VS and — of the Goſpel. The 
Removal of ſuch an One was matter 
of great grief to them. | 
ral 4. The Occaſion of all this Mourning, Wore 
that was, they ſhould ſee bis Tice 10 
ntoſf more. Sorrowing moſt of all, for the werds 
which he Jpate, that they ſha d fee his face 
no more, 
The Doftrin I aca Tots hell 
words, as the Theam of our Preſent 
ord Diſcourle, is this. 


Dodr. That the fond loſs 1 a  faihfal 
Miniſter, is greatly bewailed 1 a Pio 


6145 Peopl Cz 


Paul the Apoſtle, v was ſuch a Miniſter. 
he Church#at Epheſus was ſuch a Peos 
ple. And the Sorrow of this Church 
Tor the loſs of this Miniſter was ſuch 
ſorrow. 

"Tis very grievous to ſorne to loſe 


riend: Tis more grievous to others 
8 to 


Friend, tho he were but a common 


10 A Funerall Sermon. 
to loſe a Relative, eſpecially an Indul- 
1 gent Relative: But it is moſt of all £ 
_ grievous to a pious People to looſe a f 
Miniſter, a faithful ſucceſsful Miniſter, 
and to looſe ſuch an One for ever. The 
very Heathens would allow the People 
to lament the loſs of any one Philoſo- 
pher, much more than of many Orators, 
becaule (ſay they) the latter onely teach © 
you to ſeak, but theſe to live. ſe 
In proſecution of this Doctrine, | b 
think 1 ſhall not need to inſiſt on theft. 
Proof of it, Tho many Inſtances in 
Scripture and Hiſtory will readily offer P 
themſelves for that. ta 
The Univerſal ſorrow and heavineſf / 
par ſeems to have filled all your hearts: H 
he many ſad Countenances and weep- 


ing Eyes I behold in this Great Aſſem ] t 

bly, are Conviction Enough to me, andi * 

| cannot but be ſo to others, That the} P* 
| death of a pious Miniſter is very. ſorely th 
lamented by his ſurviving People. || 9 

All therefore that I ſhall do unde 6 
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A Funerdll Sermon. 11 
ground of this their Sorrow, And 2: To 
fix the Bounds and limits of it. 


Firſt Generall. The Grounds of a Peoples 
Sorrow upon the final loſs LA their 
fatal M. miſters. 


I ſhall) onely Aſſign theſe three our 
of many. 1. Their Hearty Affection 
to them. 2. Their former Advantage 
by them. 3+ Their future Need of 
dn 20 
1. Their Hearty 92 to ths A 
fem People have an hearty love to 
faithful Miniſters. 1 Theſſ. 5. 13. They 
eſteem. them very bighly in love. for their 
Work ſake. They look upon their very 


| Feet as beautifull, I/. 52, 7. How beau- 


tiful upon the mountains are the feet of him 
that bringeth good tidings, that  publiſheth 


Y prace; That bringeth good tidings of good, 
that puhli ſbeth {alvation, that ſaith unto Si- 


on, Thy Ged Reigneth ? 
And they ſhewy their love by many 


| Undeniable Evidences, as 


* Praying for them. Att 11. 5. 
B 3 When 


* —_— 
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When Peter was a-priloner, it's ſaid, 


there was prayer made by the Church 


for him without ceaſing. 


* 


By Pleuding for them. When Chriſt 
was in Danger of being Condemned, 
nan 


Nicodemus pleads, Joh. 7. 565 51: Does 
our Law Judge any man before it hear him, 


4 


Buy Providing for them. Gal. &. 6. Be- 
ing taught in the Nurd, they communicate 


to them that teach in all good things. 
By Adbering to them in all their Trials. 


2 Tim. 1. 1 6,17, 18. Tis ſaid of Qnefipborus, 


$ 


that he was not aſham'd of Paul's Chavi, but 


fought him out when he. mas at Rome, and 


miniſtred to him when he was at Epheſus. | 


By Expoſing themſelves to ſecure them. 
As the people of Damaſcus by letting 


z 


down Paul, thro a Window in a Basket, 
Act. 9. 25. — And good Obadiab, by ſhut- 
ting up the Prophets by fifty in a Cave, 
when Jezabel was threatning the utter 


Ruin of all. 1 Kings 18, 4. — And the 


Hearers of Luther, Polycarp, Athanaſius, 
and Clry/aton, by running all hazards 


for 
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| for their Security: Of the laſt of which 
it was ſaid by his People, They had better 

want the Sun in the Firmament, than Chry- 
3 || ſoſtomin his Pulpit, | 
And they ſhew alſo their Love to 
chem by Parting with what is deareſt 
to them for their good. Gal. 4. 15. Ibear 


you ecord, ſaith the Apoſtle, That if it 
* Jad bin poſſuble, you would ha ve pluck d out 
„ Jour own Eyes and have given them to me. 

J. Now, having ſo great an Affection 
. | for them, no wonder it is ſo great an 
* Affliction to part with them. We can- 
ic | nor eaſily leave what we entirely Jove. 


a When Jacob heard, that his biloved Joſeph 
was dead, tho all his other ſons and his 
daughters roſe up to Comfort him, yet 


Z he refuſed to be comforted, and ſaid, 
2 en. 37. 35. Nay, but I will go down into 


is the grave 'unto my Son, mourning. When 
. David s beloved Abjolom was killed, ic is 
A ſaid, 2 Sam. 18. ult. That the King was 
mich moped, and went up to the Chamber 
6 over the gate and wept, and as he went, thus 


15 | bd be ſaid, 0 my Son Abſolom ! wy Son, my San 
* 4 Abſo- 
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Abſolom ! would God 1 bad died for thee, 
0 Abjolom, my Son, my Son! L 

2. Their former Advantage by them. A 
pious People have got good by their 
faithful Miniſters. What the Apoſtle 

fays of the Civil Magiſtrate, 3 may 

© {aid of a Goſpel Miniſter, Rom. 1 3. 
4. He has bin a "Miſter of God to them 
for good. Yea, God has ſucceeded: their 
Miniſtry to a Three-fold Goods 

” 1. It bas bin an Awakening, Mo iniſtry 
to them, Their dull Hearts have bin 
affected. Their blind Minds have bin 
Enlightened : Their ſtupid Conſciences 
have bin allarum d by it: Acts 2. 37. 
When they beard this, they were pricked in 
their hearts, and ſaid unto Peter and to the 
- reſt of the 4 poſtles, Men and * 
what ſhall we do ? 

2. It has bot 4 Converting Mi niſtry to 
them, The Incorruptible Seed has bin 
thereby ſown in their Hearts, and the 
Dews A Heaven and Influences of the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs have brought it 


up- 900 has begot them to himſelf of his 5 
$000: 


A Funerall Sermon. 15 
good · will by the Word of Truth, as difþens'd 4 
by them, Jam. 1. 18. — The Goſpel of 
hriſt in their Mouths, has been the 
ner of God unto Salvation, Rom. 1. 16.— 
hey are Miniſters by whom they have 


75 elieved: . 1 Cor. 3. Go 8 1 

3. 3. It has bin a Comforting Miniſtry to 

n hem. They have known their States, and 

ir Tomforted their hearts, Col. 4. 8.— In all 


heir dejectionz they have raiſed them: 
n all their faintings they have reviv'd 
hem: In all their defpondencies they 
ave Encouraged them. They have 
ill bin Barnabas to them by God, 
rhich is by Interpretation, Sons of Conſo- 
ation, Acts 4. 36— 
And having receiv'd ſo great an Ad- 
antage by their Miniſtry, no wonder 
they bear their death ſo heavily. It 
to Is not an eaſie matter for Affectionate 
n Children to part with Natural Parents, 
much leſs for Chriſtians to part wich 
piritual, Grace can indear Perſons as 
much, and more than Nature. When 


he Porte Hijab was Saen pe 
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how! bitterly does the young Prophet. be 
Wall it, andridry-alcer him? 2 Kings 2 
12. M Father lim Hatcher: b. The ( hario 
of. Ifrael and Horſemen thereof? A perſo 
truly gtatefull, can never hear of tha 
Death of any, who have. bin kind to him 
without ſorrow. ws ß. 

3. Their future Need of then. A Pious 
People have yet need of their faithful 
NMiniſtexs. Phil. 14 2 3, 24 an in a ſtrai 
betwixt Two, having a deſireito depart and ti 
le with Chriſt inhich is far better. NMeæverthe 
leſs.t0 abide in the fleſh is more need full for 50% 
Such a Miniſtry is neceſſary for all ſort 
of. Men: Even for the groſſſy Wicked 
and prophane. Acts 26, 18. To open thei 
Hes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light. 
and from the Power of Satan unto God, Tha 
they may receive forgiveneſs of ſins, and Inberi 
tage amongſt them that are /anttifyed, The 
wank of this, is - ſometimes, a woe. 0 


no 


Heart eyen unto a Wicked Man: Job 33. 
19. ad. 24. When be is chaſtened with pain ts 
upon his Bed, and the multitude of his Bone 
with ſerong hein, when bis life abhorreth Bread 


and 


* 


the 
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J his Saul its daint 
; q lens d away that it cannat be ſeen, and bis 
105 ones that were not ſeen ſtick out ; When his 
, 55 oul draweth near to the Grave, and his Lifeto 
by ; Diſtrojers; then ts have 4 Meſſinger: with 
n, an Interpretour for One amongſt a Thou- 


ious 
ful 


5 t 
the⸗ 


gceſſary . he find iu? T hey that in 


urſe and Swear, and rave at Miniſters, 
nd call them the — of the Earth, 
nd che en of all things, yet, 
phen they come to ir ſick· Beds, know 
ot how to dye —— them. Diſtreſs 
and Horrout᷑ is enough to convince a — 
of the want of Prophets, 1 Sam. 28. 
07 a ſorely Diſtreſſed, ſaith he, for God is des 
„ee dfrom ut, . anſwereth: me nd mr 5 
The Prophets. 1002.10 
But the People: of God are muh 
more ſenſible of their need of Miniſtess;; 
2 and that they Wut wen en * 
theſe * N 


f 1. 


led 


gt 


_ 


Rare 
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eats, pen bis Fleſh 


dg Oh! bow defireable! and how 
ime of Healch: and Jolly, can al and 
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18 AFmnerallSermon. 
have'bin ſor a long time in the School o 
Chriſt, bave yet got but a vety lictle un- 
derſtanding i in the Scriptures. Heb. 5. 12. 
For when for the time ye ought tobe Teachers, ye 
have need that one Teath je ou qgain, which b 
the firſt principles of the Oracles of God, and 
are become ſuch as have need of Milk,and not o 
ſtrong Meat. If Philip's Queſtion to the 
Eunuch was but propounded to them: V. 
Underſtandeft: thaw what thou readeſt ? They 
muſt return the ſame Anſwer the Ban 
did, How can we except ſoe Man guide u 
22 8. 30s 31.— And therefore they ſee 
a neceſſi y of a Teaching Miniſtry, 
Malachi 5M ' The Prieſts Libs preſerve 
ee a” the People are to ane thi 
Lau at their Mont. K 
2. That they may Aten gainſt thei r1 
Temptations. The belt of Chriſtians are 1 
\ 
7 
( 
| 


liable to the worſt Temptations: And 
the ſpecial ſpight and malice of the Devil 
is always more againſt them than others: 
And this ſhews them their need of Mini- 
ſters to chooſe out for them the fitteſt 
ſtones wherewich to encounter this prear 

Goliat 


—ů wo 
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 . Goliath: And provide them the beſt Defen- 
1 offiffarives againft his Venomous Darts. 
un They are all Under-Officers to Chriſt, 
12. and appointed by him to direct the Peo- 
ple in all their warfares: And not being 
ignorant of Satan's Devices, they are or- 
dinarily of all men moſt able to fuccour the 
Tempted. Heb. 2. ult.— | 
z. That they may ſecure them againſt ſe. 
ducers. At the Death of Miniſters, their 
yl People are daily expoſed to Errour and 
Corruption. Tis as much as they can do 
to preſerve them from theſe whilſt they 
are yet alive with them, Deut. 3 1. 27. 
Behold, [ays Moſes, While I am yet with you 
this day ye have bin Rebellious againſt the Lord, 
and hom much more after my Death? v. 2.9. 1 
Vor that after, my Death ye will utterly cor- 
ber rupt your ſelves, and turn from the way which 
are I have Commanded you. And therefore 
nd when the Apoſtle foretold As 20. 29, 
vil 30. what grievous Wolves fhoul 


d enter into the 
fs: | Church ſoon after his deceaſe, not ſparing the 
n- Flock; and that Men amongſt themſelves 
elt ſhould ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, and 


drawing 
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drawing away ' Diſciples after them, © the 
Hearts of the People were Overwhelm d 
with ſorrow, ben he ſaid, They ft N 
ſee! his ”_y no more. 

4. That they may ſupport them under all 
their Preſſures, Weak Chriſtians are often 
fainting : And therefore there's need of 
Miniſters to comfort the feeble minded, and 
ſupport the Weak, 1 Theſ. 5. 14. — Tolife up 
the hands that bang down, and the * * 
Heb. 12. 12. To make ſtraight ſteps for 
their feet, leſt that which is lame ſhould be 
turn d out of the way, v. 1 3. — To bind up the 
broken hearted, and to beal the wounded ſpirit, 
to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to the weary, and to 
pour in the Oyl of Joy, &c. And therefore 
no wonder, if at the death of Miniſters, . 
the People complain, becaule, then the th 
Coors which ſhould relieve their Souls are th 

far from them, Lam. 1. 16. 
Was, That they might Edifie them in F 
their Graces. The perfecting of the 
Saints is one great end of the Goſpel Mi- 
niſtry. Eph. 4. 11; 12, 13. He gave ſome 
Af, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evans 


geliſts, 
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liſts, and | ſome Paſtors, ani Teachers; for 
e perfecting of the Saints, for the Work of the 


Miniſtry, for the Edifying of the Body of Chriſt, 


ill we ali come to the Unity of the Faith and of 
be Knowledge of the Son of - God, into a 
erfett man, unto the meaſure oft the e feature M 
he fullneſs of Chriſt. © 

Now if a pious People wa Rill ſuch 
eed of fairhfull Miniſters, to help their 


Knowledge: To conquer their Tempta- 


ions: To ſecure them againſt Seducti- 
on: To ſupport them under their Fail- 
ings: And to build them up in their 
Faith and Holinels; no wonder they are 
ſo very deſirous of chem, and ſo ſorrow- 
full at parting with them. 

And this is enough to be ſaid, as to 
the Ground s of a Peoples ſorrow upon 


the final loſs of a Faithful Miniſter. . - 


Second el Jo fix the Wes 
1 Limits ſuch a Sorrow. 


Tis faid in the Text, when the El- 
ders and People of Epheſus, parted with 
Paul, the y wept ſore, and ſorrowed much, 


but 


* 
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but are there no rules or meaſures to be 
obſerv d in ſueh a Sorrow ? I anlwer, 
1. Tis allowable to weep upon ſuch occaſions. 
If the Righreous periſh we muſt lay ir to 
Heart. If God {mites we muſt be grieved. 
Jer. 5. 3- --- It is ſaid of Ambroſe he never 
heard of the Death of a Miniſter without 
Weeping, And it argued Stoiciſm and 
not Religion in Naxianʒens Mother, that 
{he never Wepr at all. 714 
2. Tis allowable to weep ſorely upon ſuch oc- 
caſions, Tis expreſſly ſaid, the Epheſians 
wept ſore and ſorromed much, and this is not 
ſpoken by way of reproof but Praiſe. 
And ſuch may be the peculiar Circum- 
ſtances of the removal of ſuch Miniſters, 
as to render it the more exceeding {ti 
mournſull to their People. As uc 
When there is but a ſmall numtbet of 
ſurvivors left. To loſe One out of a N 
few, muſt needs be acknowledged no 
little loſs: Eſpecially when that One is li 
more than many, | 
And when the Removall is Occaſi- þ 
on d by the Peoples ſins: Their Dead- 


neſs, Ingratitude, Diſobedience and 
Barrenneſs under their Miniſtry. 

And when it is a moral Prelage of 
impending Exils, and likely to be a fore- 
runner of Gods Wrath and Judgment. 
Such a Removal at ſuch a time, and under 
ſuch Circumſtances as theſe, is what ad- 
mits of a very melancholy Reflection. 

But yer, for all this, there are certain 
bounds and limits, to be put to your 
ſorrow upon theſe Occaſions. As, 

1. Your Sorrow muſt not unfit for Duty, 
It ſhould neither divert you from it, nor 
diſtract you in it. For a Perſon or Peo- 
ple to ſtop their intercourſe with Heaven 

y Tears, would be ſo far from a Chri- 
ſtian Compliance with Gods deſigns in 
ſuch Providences, as would prove a juſt 
provocation to him, and no little preju- 
lice to themſelves: To have lorrow at- 
ending you to Duty, and taking off and 
alienating your minds from it, is doubt- 
eſs to be Swallo wed up with over- much Sor- 
rom. 

d- | 2. Your Sorrow muſt not contend with God. 
(5, 757 ny C | You 
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You are not to quarrell with his Hand, 
but to be Humbled under it. The ſe- 
vereſt of all his ſtrokes are Righteous, tis 
and to be own'd as ſuch, P/al. 119.75. 20 
I know that thy Judgments are all right. 
3. Jour Sorrow muſt not refuſe Comfort. [;y 
By this Rachels became Exceſſive, fer. tir 
31.15. A Voice was beard in Ramah, La- Hit! 
mentation and bitter weeping, Rachel weeping Il D. 
for her Children, would nat be comforted, be- N ho 
cauſe they were nut. Tho the loſs of a Mi- F4 
niſter be a very Publick loſs, and your bit 
Sorrow for ſuch a loſs may be a very ſſ:al 
pungent Sorrow, yet you are not to IH 
fink in your Sorrows, or refuſe to be I inf 
Comtorted. N vo 
There are Three things if well con- ths 
ſidered, would much alleviate the Af-· 32 
fliction, in che moſt Sorrowtull caſes of lma, 
this Nature. 1 | 
1. That the Miniſtry is not yet Dead. 
Tho' Miniſters Perſons dye, yet the Mi- 
niſtry it ſelf lives ſtill. Their Bodies are 
putrifying, but the Goſpel is Everlaſting, 
The promiſe of Chriſt aſſures you, 3 
b 


4 Fomeral! omar " u$ 
, if this holy Function, and a ſucceſſive num 
eber of Officers in it, ſhall always con- 
S, tinue to the Worlds End, Matth. 2 8. 
J* 20, — 
| 2. Jour lead Miniſters in ſome jenſ et 
rt. live. They live in their Works and Wri- 
er. tings, and thus as it was {aid of Abel, ſo 
4: ¶ it may be ſaid of them, Heb. 11. 4. Being 
Dead, they yet Speak. And I would allo 
. hope, that they live in many of your 
Hearts: i. e. That their Words have 
bin Words of Lite and Power; and have 
taken hold of you, impregnating many 
Holy Reſolutions, and bin means of 
infuſing much Spiritual Grace and Fer- 
vour. Zech. 1. 5, 6. Jour Fathers where are 
on- Ithey? And the Prophets do they live for ever? 
But my words and my ſtatutes which I Com- 
manded my Servants the Prophets, did they not 
tate hold of your Fathers? 
cad. 3. The La Jeſus Chriſt, the great Pa- 
Mi-Bſtour of our Souls never dies. Rev. 1.8. 
are He is Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the 
ing. End, which i ls, and which was, and which is to 


that come. He is the ſame hole, to day and 
this G2 for 
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for eyermore. He ever lives, and lives for 


you for Ever. Tho the under Shep- * 
herds are ſmitten and dye, and their th 
Flocks are ſcattered, yet he is Immortall; bi 
and you can never be beMilerable whilſt 2 
he Lives. u 
8 g 
APPLICATION. th 


If it be ſo, that the finall loſs of a 
Faithfull Miniſter, is greatly bewailed 
by a Pious People, Then hence we In- 

. | | | 
1. That Grace does not Extinguiſh” but re- of 
gulate Afections. We read of Chrſts own 
Weeping upon the Death of his Friend, k 
John 11. 35.*** And therefore a graciou . 
Soul may well weep upon the Death of a 
Miniſter. Religion teaches none to be 
 Stoicks, but promiſes and gives a ſoft, and 
melting, and tender Heart. 

2. That the Death of Miniſters is a muc 
greater loſs than the Death of Others, Not 
as if in themſelves they were always 
better, but becauſe in their Lives the 
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are much more publickly uſefull than o- 
thers are. They live not to themſelves 
but for the good of many: And being 
devoted ro ſuch a Service, and orcinanly 
ſucceſsfull in it; their removal is a far 
greatè r loſs, and more to be lamented, 3 
than of many others, 


* Second Uſe, may be of Rebroof. 


A thoſe who inſtead of bewailing' the Death 
of M. 2 rejoyce in it. 

And there are not a few in hs World 
of this Number. That not only {ay of 
them, as Zech. 11. 9. That that dieth, let it 
che, and that that" & ud off, let it be cut off ; 
but alſo as thoſe many People, Kindred, 
Nations and Tongues, Rev. 11. 9, 10. 
hen they ſee the Dead Bodies of the Prophets 
that had Tormented them on the Earth; rejoyce 
over them, make merry, -and ſend Gifts one to 
another ; < pnifying thereby what a ſatis- 
faction and pleaſure it is to them, that 
they ate dead. While they Live, they 
load them with reproaches, they. revile. 
their Profeſſions; they rail at their Per- 

1 ſons; 
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ſons ; they repreſent them to others as 


the Troublers 1 Iſrael: And when: they 

Dye, they ſing and make merry. 6 
Tis a ſign they are ſuch as never re- 

ceiv'd any benefit by their Miniſtry. 


They could not thus vilifie their 2 
they had ever found any efficacy in their 


Doftrines, And it is as great a ſi ign, that 
they are Enemies to the Goſpel: A Re- 


proach to Religion: A thats to Chri- 
ſtians: An Abomination to God: And 


Harers of their own Souls: Or elle they 
could never offer inch Ignominious and 


abſurd abuſes to the Wer mories of thoſe 
that deſerve fo well. N 
But I ſhall add no more upon thi Sub- 


ject. | 
l believe tis ex pected 1 ſhould fay 


ſomething of N And that is upon 


the Memory of that Ancient and Emi- 


nent ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, The Reve- 


rend Mr. John Fairfax, whoſe Soul is now 


amongſt the Bleſſed, and tbeſe bis N. 


mains to be here ineerred. 
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L need not add to your ſorrow; or clic 


could fhew you my own renſentments 


of ſo great a loſs. And cry out with David 


(and perhaps with as aking an Heart as 


he) upon the Death of his beloved Jona- 
than: 2 Sam. 1. 26. 1 am ſorely diſtreſſed 


for thee,my Brother Jonathan! I am ſoreh diſ- 


treſſed ! Very pleaſant haſt thou always bin un- 


to me, and thy love to me was wonderfull, I 


think there were few, that had a more 
Cordial and Natural delight in each o- 
thers Company, than we have had: But 
woe is me, I muſt now cry out as the 


young Eliſha upon the Tranſlation oſ the 


old Prophet; My Father! my Father! tle 
Chariats of Iſrael and the Horſemen thereof. 


And all of us who are the Sons of Pro- 


phets muſt add, That God has this day taken 
away our Flead\froml us. if! 


I Fconfelsits the hardeſt Province lever 


4 


| undertook; to appear thus haſtily upon 
an occaſion ſo very ſolemn: For all the 


few Hours I could poſſibly redęem from 


other engagements, were but enow;bare- 


ly to pen down my very firſt thoughtꝭj in 
. C 4 „ - moe 
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theſe rudeſt draughts of them, for thisSer- 
vice And therefore I cannot but Bluſh to 
think, that] am likely co injure the me- 
mory of ſo great a man, by building him 
a Monument but of an heap of Stones, 
who ſo well deſerv d a Marble. But dying 
requeſts are Sacred to ſutvivours: And 
the Will of the Dead muſt be fullfill'd, e 
ven in what is moſt uneaſie to the Liv- 
in 

"ould loffer ata juſt and adzq uate 
Character of the deceaſed, my remain- 
ing ſubject would be much longer th an 
my firſt: And tho I might not perhaps 
be tireſom to you, yet l ſhould, but ex- 
poſe my ſelf in aiming at that which is ſo 
much above me. lt was a ſhort Teſti- 
mony, but very full, which our bleſſed 
Lord himſelf gave of John the Bapti/i, John 

5. That be was 4 Burning and ſhining 

Light : And this Teſtimony, I doubt not, 
bur with a ſafe Conſcience to give of the 
deceaſed John before us. 

It would better have become 2 Father 
in hren, than it Fn dome, whoam 2 
ol 


„Pe Veſterday, and know nothing, to 
peak of this great man in his younger 
ears. I can only ſay, what he told me 


n himſelf, That the firſt diſcovery. of any 
s, Having Work of God upon his ſoul, was 


g In the Eleventh Year of his Age; and 
hat which brought him to his firſt ſeri- 
dus Thoughts at that time, was the (ſup- 
oled) ludden Death of his younger Siſter 
n the Cradle: This was ſuch a very ſur- 
prizing providence, that he fell into a great 


a- Fear and trembling upon: it: And (as the 
n [Great Waldo of Old, upon an occalion 
DS uch of the lame Nature) began to en- 
x- ſuice of himſelf, What it my own Death 


ſo Ehould be as ſuddain? Whar: Scripturall 
ti- Popes have L of my Eternal Wellfare ? 
2d How do I know but I may periſh for e- 
n Per if I Dye now? And the thoughts of 


cernity upon this became ſo awfull, that 
20, ſhe reſolved from thenceforth his princi- 


tate, , 434 13 | 


n 0 COSTS RTE 200 le 
| purpoſely wave to ſpeak of him, as 


Aca- 
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e pal Care ſhould be to ſecure his Eternal | 


o his Family : His Natural Relations; His 
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words, as to his Perſonal, Chriſtian, 'an 


Academical Studies, His College Ererciſi 2 
and Degrees : And allo of his Perſecution i fel 
— Bonds and - Impriſonments, {at 
the lake of the CEE and a good ConWor 


fcience. 
I ſhall only conſider him in a fey hi 


Maw Heid Pndowments. 
r. A1 to bis Perſonall Endowments, k 
wilt known te ff of you, he was a Ma 
of a clear Head; froog Reaſon ; dee 
Judgment; quick Fang; f 9 Mem 
ry ; undaunted Courage; and a natura 
Aecumen for every thing: He was a ſhan 
Diſputant; a Solid Judge; and an Elepa 
Oratour. And in ſhott, none could den 
his worth but himſelf, tho none coul 
better expreſs it. 
Lean never think of kim whithod z. 
uns juſt reflection upon that incredibippe 
Parodox, of the Equality of Souls: He bh 
ing ſo great an inſtance to the contrary N or 


having that largeneſs of mind in eveſpt a 


reſpect, which was far above the Rat ent 
ol ordinary" Men. 7 Co OR 


— ach. was — — 
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ci 2. 1 to his Chriſtian Endowments. I cart 
ionfely (ay ( fo far as man may Judge) 

Mat he was a Gracious and Holy Man. 
ore than this I can lay of none, abe 
an this I can have leave of none to fay 
him. 4 
He ſeem' d dr — wich the 
llotments of Providence. He look'd 
n. upon Wealth as much as others 
ire it: Ne knew the Ute of an Eſtate, 
t did not Cowet it. Me was always 
Prward to every good Word and Work, 
time of Affliction heyas patient and 
a bmiſſive. And in the bes of Dearli; 
ot at all diſmaid; but b an Humble 
d Chearfull Confidence, reſign d up 
s Soul into the hands of nin 
ther. 
ou 7. 4s to his Maniſterill — 1 | 
wiÞppeal to the Knowledge of all fuch, 
* either Occaſionally or. Staredly. attend- 
don his Preaching, whether he were 
erfot an able Miniſter of the New Teſta ; 

Þenr ; But if they ſhould ſuſpend rheic 
Tame; ; may we not call to ee 
Walls, 


DWn 
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Walls, "This Pulpit, and thoſe Seats to et 
i 
1. is not Wa (Ickern) to an 
of you, that this was the Church _ 
he diſcharg d his Publick Miniſtry, f 
long as che Laws allow'd it: And as 
it was not for any Inſufficiency for | hi 
Work, or Inmorality in his Liſe that hi 
was ejected hence, and ſilenc d: Bu 
only for the tender regard he bore to th 
eaſe and quiet of his Conſcience. 
x was Auſtin saying of Chriſt, and 
think might apply it to. hirn - >While 
Pteached here, be Preach d as a Shepherd, an 
hen he was: Sue there, be Wis —_ 
Sheep. n 950191 Alon lor 
|4His-Fetewill Sermon. (which on th“ 
Four and Twentieth day of this Month 
will be Eight aud Thirty Vears agoe 
ſome of you may Remember, was up of 
on chaſe words, John 10.41, 42. Hil 
many reſorted to him; and ſaid, John did n 
miracles, but all things that John ſpake of. th 
Man were: true, and many: Believed on hi 
"v6 07 15 Orr vm 
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Were there any need of it, I could 
yet add much more concerning him as 
In Miniſter. You will all allow me to 
"Way, That, e : 
ey ” 3. He was an Orthodox Miniſter. One 
Sound in the Faith: And uncorrupted 
n his Principles: He heartily ſubſcrib'd, 
and conſtantly adber'd to all the Doi. 
nal Articles of the Church of England : He 
utterly abhorr'd any new and Upſtart 
notions in Religion; and lov'd the Truth 
sit was in Jeſus: And this in a time 
nd when ſo many fantaſtick Errours, were 
moſt audaciouſly propagated by others, 
and the holy Canon it ſelf moſt deſpe- 
rately ſtruck at by malepert and ſaucy 
Ignorance. ve 
2. He was an Eloquent Miniſter. His 
very Language melted in the Ear. His 
words were as Apples of Gold in Piftures 
"TY of Silver. Exel. 33. 32. He was always to 
bis Hearers as a very lovely Song of one 
ch that had a pleaſant Voice, and could play 
„J well on an Inſtrument. He ſought out for 
Acceptable words for them, and God made 
chem powerfull, = _— 
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3. He was 4 Well. furmſh'd Muſter ” 
A Scribe thoroughly. Inſtructed to the Kingheve 
dom of Heaven. Like 4 man that is 
Houſholder, that brings out of his 'Treaſur 
things New and Old. He was a Promp 
tuary of all Proviſions for the relief o 
Souls. He had a Body of Divinity al 
ways in his Head, and the Power o 
it within his Heart. ut 
” 4. He was a Laborious Mmiſter. Heſſ 
would /pend and be ſpent in the Lords 
Work. Whatever he found to do, be did it 
With all bis might. He never trifled inſſern 
his Pulpit, nor was ſlothful in his Stu- Hle 
dy. He was often Engaged in his Work, Pera 
and Knew, there was a Neceſſity upon is 
bim, and wo was unto him, if be preachd Imp. 
not the Goſpel. He preach d even to the ſſaltc 
laſt of his Old age no leſs than Seven 
times a Fortnight in a ſtated Courſe, nd 
in places at a conliderable diſtance; o 
beſides the many other Occaſional helps M 
he gave ellewhere, upon peculiar Emer- 
gencies, which cannot be ſuppoſed to le 

have offered ſeldom. | 
3. Hel 
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ter 5. He was a Prudent Miniſter. | He 
medever put New Vine into Old Bottles. 
e always laid a Foundation before 
e built. Like a wiſe Steward he gave 
o every one bis portion in due ſeaſon, He 
new when to ſpeak, and what to ſpeak, 
nd to whom he ſpake. He made not 
Religion burdenſom by a prolixity in 
Duty. Nor did he betray the Reputa- 
jon of his Office, by an Indiſcretion 
his Carriage, 

6. He was an Exact Miniſter. His 
inſþermons all {mell'd of Oyl and Candle. 
tu · Ne composd them in his mind by deli- 
erate thought: He engrav'd them on 
is Heart by pious Meditation: and 
mprinted them in his Memory by an 
aſie Method. He ever diſſikd all rude: 
nd Indigeſted expreſſions in a Pulpit. 
\nd as Demoſthenes adviſed the Athenians, 
ze was he wont to adviſe all young 
iniſters, That they ſhould ſtudy be- 
er- ore they ſpake; and by no means 
le themſelves to a laxe and careleſs 
ay at firſt; ſoraſmuch as thereby they 
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hls neither diſcover a ſufficient Re-us| 
verence for their Lord and Maſter ; not per 
any awful ſence of the greatneſs of che wa 
Work they were imployed in, nor a 
due regard to the pretious and Immer. 
tal Souls of their Hearers, they were to 
ſpeak to; all which were to be treated 
in the moſt prepared and Solemn man- 
ner. 


„. He was à clear and 8 eg . 
niſter. He ranſack d the heart, and laid 
open the ſtate of his Hearers. His words 
divided betwixt the very marrow arid 
the bones. He {hewed unto man his 
Uprightneſs or elſe Hypocriſie, and 
this by ſuch Scriptural marks and 
Characters, as were not to be diſpu- 1 
3 ted. bis 

8. He was an Aﬀettionate Miniſter. yet 
He had a tender love to the Souls offſthe 
thoſe that heard him; and was not 2 bel 
little ſolicitous for their Salvation. He 
ſpake not in a formal, frozen, dull, ot 
fleepy manner, when he was delivering 
to them his Lords Meſſage; But with 


ſueh l . 


erfirading , pathetical, and moving 


meaſure. be ſaid of him, That he ne- 
er, went up into the Pulpit, but he 
nailed in his Hearers almoſt what Af- 
Jections be pleaſed; To reviving the 
Nejected, ſo comforting the allied, 
ſo ſtrengthening the Tempted, that th6 
hours together, yet none even of tlie 
Common People were weary of hear- 
ing him. = 

J * 9. He; was 4 Miniſter delighted in 
I Work. He made it his buſineſs, and 
der Nyet it was a pleaſure to him to preach 
offiche Goſpel. He counted it (as his Lord 
(before him did) his Meat and his Drink 
Helo be doing che will of his heavenly 
or] Father. Nay I may ſay, he had done 


ng with Eating and drinking, before he 


ith had done with preaching, for almoſt 


3 1 , 
|; 3 - = 
* * his 
* . | 
wy * 
* — 
. ; 


uch a, devotion of Mi nd, in ſuch 4 | 


Nay; thatigould not but convince all 
the fervency of his Affection to them. 
2 Lame chat is recorded of the Ex- 
Alem Bucholcer, I think, may in 4 great 


* 
_ _ = . - = = . . Is 2 10 a 
. Q LIE a. Exc Frc—noedktu 


"Mor... 
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he continued his Dilcourles for ſome 
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% "A Final Son, 


Bis dying words were compo ec et- 
mon. 4 | ak are 
10, He was 4 \Suteeſs HEM; 1 he 
Hex was 'many yes in the Lords Har- Ache 
veſt ,and did great Service there! doo me 
not but there. are many Seals is Mi for 
niſtry in this place : and many tore / 
les that with great thanefulneſs rig 
to God Could call him cheit Spitittral En 
Father, His life was not fuller of days, o- 
than it was of Set vice; nor his Seryie anc 
leſs prokeable, than, it \ was de cceptable be 
to the Peop le. SLE Daune Inar 
And if ch be bis rel Chusracrer 7 
as 1 verily believe you Wl Af" allow bor 
tben far be it from me to cenſure by 
Poſe floods of tears which I ſee pour di 
out in this vaſt Aſſembly at the re lons 
moval of ſo great a "Mikel and Emi-Y 1h 
nent a Miniſter ; | whole fact you muſt Sto 
ſee no more. is 
* ſhall conclude all, wich one Wotd Le; 
to you that were Relatives to the de · lor 
cealed; and another to you thar were | 
his is Peep. ; ws Bee Jovi 


1. 17 N 


TR Fi 


| A Finoralls Wes. © 
et 0 Th Relatives. Eſſ pecilly his Chils 
en, Nou had onge an Jndulgent; Fa, | 
beg Providens Father, a, Praying Fa- 
cher but he is now your Hather no 
bt mor: My Eatneſt deſire. and Prayer 
Vitor you is, That Jon may Rn the God 
ore / Jour Fathers, and jerve him with an Ip- 
right. bears, and 4 willing mind : It is not 
| | FS for you to. ſay, We had Abraham 
or d Father, unleſs you have the Faith, 
Mend: live the Life of Abraham, [Tho to 
25 be bom of religious Parents in Cove- 
ant with God, is a very: great Mer- 
y-3-yer.you mult be born again, and 
born of, God, before you can be _ 
ute by him. : 
d 'T he beſt colt doth of al Relati- 
re · Ions, is to have God for your Father, 
mi. Then! Way you well ay, aß be in the 
wk Story, when he heard o* the death of 
his Faber, Deſine Mafphemias loga, &c. 
of Leaye off. O ſpeak. thy blaſphemics, 
de- for m Father is Immortal. Iv | buy it 304 
reref 2. Tag that have bin his, People; His 
Loving and beloved People. Your Mercies 
| 21 D 2 5 have 


have bin great in enjoying the Labour: 
of ſuch an Eminent Servant of Jeſu: 
Chriſt ſo long, and your loſs cannot 
but now be great in his removal: May 
God give you a ſanctified Sence, both 
of the one and of the other! 
He never Courted preferment, noi Un 
did he deſire to be tempted by it, from 
you his firſt Love. As Gregory Nagian. 
zen made choice of bis little Village, 
amongſt a People whom be entirely 
lov'd, before the moſt populous and 
Eminent City: So did this Servant o 
Chriſt deceaſed, reſolve to abide by 
Needham, hanc Spartam ornare, rather tha 
ſeek out for an higher Poſt; it being 
always in his Heart to live and die wit 
YOu. * LIES OF ; 
7 The'only advice I leave with you 
upon this Occaſion, is that of the Apc 
ſtle, Heb. 12. 7. Remember him who ha 
had the rule over you, That has ſpoke to 50 
the Word of God, whoſe Faith follow; Cong 
fidering the End of his Converſation. © 


* 


A Funerall Sermon. 43 
And as to a Succeſſour, my Earneſt 
defire of you is, That when ever you 
come to conſider of that Affair, you 
would ſolemnly begin with God, and 
avoid Contentions amongſt your ſelves, 
and endeavour to your urtermolt to be 
Unanimous in your Choice. And my 
Earneſt Prayer for yon, ſhall be that of 
| Moſes, Num. 27. 16, 17. Let the Lord, 
"© "Nl the God of the Spirits of all Fleſh, ſett a 
man over the Congregation, which may go 
out before them, and which may go in be- 
fore them, and which may lead them out, 
and which may bring them in, That the 
Congregation of the Lord, be not as Sheep 
ui which have no Shepherd, 
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* | . jon. v. 35. 
e was 4 Burning and 4 Shining 


% 
” 


Light. 
I was an Oratours Speech upon a 


like occaſion, That the Nume- 
= ©rous Company of Religious Mour- 
* ners; The many Melancholy Blacks, 
| © the badges of their Grief; and the Uni- 
| verfal gloominęſs of chat doleſam 27 i 
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« did rather repreſent to him the Fune: 
* call of a Town, than of a particular 
« Perſon; and che fall ofa Church, cha 
« fa Single Pillar. And indeed if the 
greatneſs of the loſs, which you of thi 
place have lately ſuſtained, were one 
ly to be Judg d by che ſorrowiyil re 
Kdt, which ſeem to-continue ſtil 
upon all Faces; we could not from 
thence conclude any 1 this 
That à great man is this d- ig in 
Iſrael : "5 the deepeſt of Ca ths or 
row upon this Occaſion, will fall 2 
much ſhort of the greatnels of its Cauſe 
as the higheſt Expreſſſo thereof can off 
che greacnals of your inward grief, ...1 
I come not hither to pretend to Imi 
tate the Oratour; or to build- A Monu 
ment at all for the Dead, but onely q; 


imbalm his Merhory. was. 
10 0 


Wie have bin Sorrowing his loſs eſſe 
where already; Hd it will not a littidgive 
add to our grief, if we conſider hiſracte 
Chatacter, and peak of ins Worth iq fore 
raren 2 „ e | "ay 
the! Language of my "Text, "Thar Ihe 


8 2 


\ 


A. Hari Deron. 49 
le- pas 4 und a Shinſug Light, - wett 
la Which words axe a Shaft; but a very = 
ce Hime, given of Great Di- 

y. one. ibati was never capable of 
* And ou may obſerve. 
12 theſe three things 
e Perfonraf whom: this | Teſtimony 
yas given. And that was John the Baptif 
ohn ſignifies Grace, and he was the firſt 
and) famous: Picachet of Goſpel Grace 
after the Birth of Chriſt. G ferſon that 
bas! obtained Grace from Godybiralelf, is the 
Wfiteſt to proclaim the Onken Cod to 
thers.— The Baptiſt ſignifies a Baptizer 
Got others; and he was n alled, either 
ecauſe he N 3 or becauſe 


tall | 


1 given: And e ade Lord, Je- 
us Chriſt himſelf. It ig not vunlaufull 0 
give n dead | Miniſter his Hlondurable 2 


rafter: : Chriſt himſelf dowi it, Mag? 


tele 


by 


P26 8 Gan —_— — 


may not à fellow Servant do it? 


fal Heads. 


1 Bor l W 


3. The Teſtimony it ſelf. And that was, ſh 
Thar this John was à burning and ſhining 
Light. Not onely a Light, but I of 
ing Light, not ey A Not wa ll 


o ſhining L Light allo. . : N 0 


The Dodtrine from. the Words 7 
plainly e i 


Doctr. N it is an Ma Ch 

rafter of 4 faithjull Miſter of Jeſu 

'* Chriſt, to be called a e 
er Ele. | 


"eollancivn of chi Dodine I ſha 
not — adapt my Diſcourſe to the 
Publick Oecaſion, . as near as I can 
to every Ones private Condition. | Inf \- 
1 peaking of Miniſters I hope to L peak dat 
1 to the Peop . And $" | Pa 
whole of m 0 Diſcourſe . this Do 
ctrine will fall i into theſe Three Gene 


- 1. That the faihfull Miniſters 
wp are Lights, © - 115 
2. Th 


we Funeral nu 


ws 


2. That fame of Hem, Ge Awning, and 


lag Ligbes. 
. That it is 4 sicli io e 
of tem to W 0 r ox 


wth " Eiſt Generall. ar Ps 


| ba the faithfull Mi ner of. Gh 4 
the PTS © OTE 


a By Mimiſters, I mean, ſuch Ecdefiaſt 
e Officers as are Appointed by Chriſt in bis 
$ F Church, for the Preaching of his Word, and 
1, the Ala br ier of by Sacraments. All 
which Spiritual Officers of -Chriſt are 
Lights. And this I ſhall, 1. Prove. 
2. Sher you what is unplyed in it. 3. Ine 
| quire into the Ii e of theſe Lights, - 

JT +1. Tam to Prove, That the faithfull Mou 
11 bert of 17 eſus. Chriſt are Lights, And this 
will be 1 Evident by ſhe wing it 


of bis Thpical Miniſters. How 5 
| High- Prieſts under the Law had. their 

"| Urim and Tbummim, upon their very 

- | Breaſt-plates, Lev. 8. 8. — i. e. Lg 
2 md PerfeAlion, or as ſome would read © | 
1» ferfect light, I grant it is not eaſie 


Th to 


* a _ — 
= / 


men ten, The Prophets of old Were 
ane Folightened by che Spirit of God 


let us g% * 14260 the Seer. He that is nom called 
4 Prophet, way befare time called a Seer. And 


ate called Starre, Rev. 1. 16. Chriſt. hal 


if 4, to whom che ſeven N 2 ol 


E Waasen 


don determine» what is meant ae | 
but the generality of Interpreters ima · P 
gine And conctude, It was fone 490 1 
lar piece of Divine Workmanſhipz 2 
0 the 1/rgelites had clear and pe 

&. \DireAign in all dark and Goch. 
eee e 

It may be ſhewn alſd bis IR d. 


dalled Seer, becauſe t 


hey were inſpit d 


to ſee into the divine Will and future 
Events, as to things relating to them 20 
ſelves aud Peopl. hug 4 Come uni 1 


e. 1 Sam. 


the Ordinary title of che Jewiſh Rabbin parts 
was, The Light of their places: The light» of his, 
tl 2 Law, anch the light of Light; « 23 Hwy 

ar: nd f it is plain as to his Ernglica 
nl, Whb becauſe of their 


hoſe 
wr; 
the ſeven Stars in his right hand: i E. Ian 
The Paſtots of the a Churches of els, 


Abe 


ifs John Her“ Written! And Mat. 5. 14, 
Hatt hirnſelf ex preſfly! lays, That they 
elbe lighty of the Mor. 
£39 Ta ew'yoh 4 1 1e in this 
nit ſail, That the wm ers 
22 hts' 8, be WAVY 51 
In Anfwer to this, it is plainly Way. 
be. d, That pere there is: 10-Goſpel Manftry, 
2 nothing but Spiritual Darſeueſo. What 
eed r ry be of ſetting up Lights 
u the World; if the World of it tae Weg 
ire e Yr 
m. And indeed 1 we louie aka 
an we diſcern bu: ſuch diſmal! Darkneſs 
where no ſuch Miniſtry prevails? We 
Keg not have recourſe to the remote 
of tlie Earth, for a ſenſible proof of 
the Seripeure it bu luce Evi. 
edc. 7 0 v4) 
ad wies ter gebt our Eyes no 
. hoſe ſacred Pages we ſhall ſtill diſco- 


ankind by nature, to be thus/indacks 
of els, yea even of ſueh as are Borg in 
Golpel Nations, till w che light of the 

; _ 


er, chat this is che common caſe of all 7 


34 AH — d 
Goſpel takes place in them. 
ITis plainly fold, They are * 
ned. Rom. 1. 21. —- Nea under = ow 
Power. of 9 (ol. 10 13.— Yea 
darkneſs it [elf. _—_— 
walk in - and Ry in ue Lal Tn 
the ſhadow. of Death. Iſa. 9. 2.=.; | . 2 
N a Miniſtry, Tbey ber thr 
not God, Pſal. 14. 2, 3. — They know 
not Chriſt. John 1. 10. — They. kuv 5; 
not Sin, as Sin, Rom. 7. 13. — They . 
know not the great work of Regenera- Pi! 
tion, John 3. 3. — They know. not the f 
way f > Wk \Luke 1.77, 79. It 
was the Bapti/t's, work, to go before the 
face of the Lord to prepare his ways, to 
give Knowledge of Salvation unto bis Pea 
ple, by the remiſſion of their ſins : To Sire 
light to them that ſit in darkneſs, and it 
the ſhadow of Death, and to guide their fee Haie 
into the way of Peace. 2 6 0 | ne 
But this leads to the Thitd Particu: _ 
lar, under this Firſt e Viz. — 
. To inquire into the ſe of theſe Lights 
If the Nate of 4 are li 85 ans 


then "> 
3 wad. 


or other, Matth., Ir 1757 4 Cl het 
ighted to be put wr Bll e | 5 
14, Genet uon 4 HE: 

e've\. to give light tn "others. |, * 4 


Uſes of che ſe Spiritual Lights: And it 
. 6. cee 905, e e 
le ol chem for: zhelc ende rr 
210 Gd. Tis dhe nature 
F. L ght to caule e A 99 
nch d ofE; lay: hid of, ph. 5 . 
hat ſoe ver dath make ane the ſave bs 
Light A. d. wh 14 2\Nv 


dig ver rſin, and ts, ne 
ar Ku. o ſhew. 

all aud Pall * (heir alt AN Oper. 
eig Perfonall: and. Relative: fins, + 

| giventber.to fee. a pe W * 
Pons of all, as againſt Reaſon. fe 
lian, and. Lights, ang Love 

lence and i Conpithiags , A 
and: Mitans of Repriea)..;. GA Ja; 


gle dans u ct * 


al, Fittorall Sean. 55 
en cextginly they "ſerve for 075 LY 


Nom there are thele Four, re | 


Andi the buſigels of ee 
People fh be | 


ie, 
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Trumpet, and ſhew my People their Tranſſchal 


 Lreſſions, and the Houſe of 


as Death, and Wrath, and Hell. An hu 
in the Malignant Nature of it: As it Ia. 
a Tranſgreſſin of Gods Law: An Mg 
front to his Soveraignty : A (ontempt obe 


— 


his Wiſdom: An Abuſe of his Mercy Hou 


An Offence to his Holineſs, and an A at 


bomination to his Majeſty. That this Ihe 
a Miniſters Work, appears, both fronſof Þ 


the Old Teſtament, and from the NewÞWs 
Under the Old Teftament the Comman le 
of God to ſuch was, Ifa. 5 8. 1. Crwal 
aloud, ſpare not, lift ap thy Voice like Nh 
Jacob their fin 
Under the New Teſtanient Chriſt fend{ſ#/ic! 


| his' Miniſters upon the ſame Errand, Ace i 


26.16, 18. He ei Pe, . e 
Pear*dto* bim for this Purpoſe; to nale bebe 
BY Miniſter n oper their Eyes, and ton t 
turn them from Dar hne ſs b L ght, und fro he 
the power" of Satan Wilt: God.. +4 Pow 
© Ad if this be a "Miniſters .Worlf,00 
and you live, 6f have! livid, andefhe 
ſuch Miniſters as have bim fairhfull iche 
God and your Souls, in telling you q 


an, * 
1 


yo 
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AnSour ſins, in reproving you for them, 
it Prarning youagainlt them, and ſhew- 
Ang you the danger of them: Then wo 
t oe to all thoſe amongſt you, whatever 
Hour Rank, Degree, or Profeſſion is, 
hat after all this, will dare to continue in 
is heit fins ſtill. Has the Drunkard bin told 
-orflot his Drunkenneſs: The Swearer of his 
[eyÞPwearing : The Liar of his Lying: The 
Blaſpbemer of his Blaſpheming 2 And per 
| ill 


* 


of arknels. John 3. 19. This is the 
ork{condemnation that light is come into 
nde he Work and Men love darkneſs ra- 


U iber thag light. | 


u neter avid . ie 
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*, Jo Polit but Duty. "Light is t6 
dect and guide us in out way. John 11. 
95 10. He that walks in the Light Pm 
whither he does, but he that walks Dark) 
fumbletb. The Pillar of Fre in the 
Wilderneſs was to give Tigh t to the 
j raelites, and Per them whi h "fog 

EX, 13. N. e ang: e 
And o Mimiſters are appointed to di: 
rec the People n cer Di ty? To feed 
them with knowrledg and underſtand. 
ing; and teach chem te Rüge Scher 
Reghttovfly, and Golly. And Hie chi 
front beat Principle, for chat Bd, 
and in Whata" Mamikr, c petfori wn 
their Duties to God, to Ven, and 
thnifelves. — When Sl wah trek los 
to he Earth in his day co Dunkifes, ane 
critd' bot Lord! What wilt hou ave mie t 
4% Chit Senthbiin to "_ 15 Son 
25 Know his 5 

nd thefeiorefor 4 
bin bleſs'd Wi A and 
daily inſtructed in their d 15 Ane 
lolemaly urged or, and haye thereup 
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0 ET convinc'd of the Realanablenels . 
and Indiſpenſable nccellity of it: And 
brought to ſome ſerious pupae and xe- 
wy ſolutions concerning it, for the future; 
thel ver to live im a careſeſs and unaccounta- 
chel ble omiſſion of it ſtill : (whether it be 
J Projer in their Families: Or Depuionin 
„ their Cloſets : Or Publick Worſhip in the 
"ai Aſſembly:;  Or.Catechizing their Houſholds : 
x] Or Reading the Scriptures Or Diligence 
in their Callmgs; Or Righteouſ! eſs in ther 
Dealings: Or Watchfullneſs i in their Lives : 
Or-a Serious, Zxamining the ſtate of their 
Spals r re- Is to bind upon themſelves a 
dreadtull load of 2 0 and to make 
their Condemaation the more intolle- 
rable: Jau. 4. ut. To bim that knoweth to 
dg $00dy, Laith the. 4po/tle, and dath it nat, 
t hum tis Sin: not barely Sin, but a very 
dreadful Sia; "Tis Sin with a Witneſs ; 
And Sin that will, me a double 
VER BRAREE: 
3 WO; lead to Ch We read of a 
Sake: Matth. 2. 9. That went befare_the 
Wie Mon, till it _ aud Ned pwr the 


= place 
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Place where Chriſt the Lord "was Born. 
Such Stars ate the Miniſters of the 
Goſpell who are appointed by God 


to free the People ro Jeſus Chirſt. 
To ſhew them their abſolute / need of 
him: Their helpleſs and undone condi- 
tion without cg That he is able to 
ſave them to the uttermoſt : That he 
will by no means, caſt off any, that come to 
him: That upon the Terms of Faith 
and Repentance they might be ſaved by 
Rn. -. 

There's nothing but the Goſpel and 
Goſpel Miniſtry, that can tell ue this. 
1 Cor. 1. 21. After that in the Wiſdom of 
God, the World by Wiſdom knew' not God, 
it pleaſed God by the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching 
to ſave them that Believe, Hence is it, 
that John the Baptiſt directed the People 
to Chriſt. John 1. 29. Behold the Lamb 
of God, faith he, that taketh a way the fins 
of the World, And when the Jaylor cries 
out, What ſhalt 1 do to be ſaved > The 
| Apoſtles bid him, Acts 16. 31. Believe 
in th Lord Jeſus * The Miniſters 8 

9 


of Fimerall Sermon, 6r 
of the Goſpel are the Common Hanis that 
he direct all People to look to Chriſt, Heb. 12. 
2. —＋ They are the Meſlingers ſent out 
by the Father to invite chem to im. Matth. 
of 274 i 
: | And all thoſe that make light of 
Chriſt as offered by them in the Goſpel, 
ſhall certainly find it more tolerable for So- 
"4 dom and Gomorrah in the Day of Judgment, 
„chan for them, They are now under the 
„ auilt and load of all their fins, Jobn 1. 
29. And the terrible ſcorching Flames 
4 Jofthe Wrath of God. Joby 3. ult.— And 
- || # Sentence of Eternall Condemnation. 
f John 3. 18.---- And muſt unavoidably 
1 periſh if they continue to deſpiſe him 
till : Heb. 2. 3. How ſhall we eſcape if we 
© 
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neglect /o great Salvation? 

4. To comfort ſuch as are in Chrift, 
Light is for comfort, as well as for bare 
Neceſſity Solomon tells us, it is a very 
teviving and chearing, thing. Eccl. 11. 7. 
Iruly lays he, Light is ſweet, and it is a very 
pleaſant thing for the Eyes to behold the Sun, 
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The Peop le of Gb ate Oran the 
caſt down ad diſcoutaged: Either by f 
the Power of theit Sint: Or Strength of Hor 
Temptations : Or Weakitzfs of Eric“: Or 
Divine Deſertion: Or Threats of Yoder | 
ries: Or Greatneſs of elan; Or 
Non- audience of Prajers: © Ot Barreimeſ; Wy 
under Goſpel OrdMances. = 25 
No the Miniſters of the Goſpel are 

appointed as Comforters for them wider 
all theſe diſcouragements. I/a. 46. 1; 2. 
Comfort ye, Comfort ye, my People, Taith the 
Lord, ſpeak comfortably to Jerifalem, and 
and of uno her that hey 97 is accompliſh 
ed, that her iquity ir pardoned, - They 
gre toliſt up the hands that bang doh, bar 
the feeble knees, Heb. \ 2. 12, To cor 
the feeble minded, arid Jupport Ld 2 
a Theſ. 5. 14.— 10 

And they that refuſe their Ob; 
wrong their own Sou: And not onel 10 
But e's: 505 10 athch, and in ſorhe 
meaſure Peſißſe the Holy Spirit; from 
whom thoſe: 650 00 ro 150 finely 
thole that are airaig of {inning againſt 


the 


- 


1 1 


the * and Son; {hol 
o offtend'the 


Þh. 4. 30. ag not the holy Spwit f 


Cody whereby ye are 1 uro the ray of 8 Re- 
. nd . 8 omen 


0 ” Second. Cedetal. Wal. 
© That 3 of the 1 4 Ela 
rt . are Burning and Shining 

46. 


e 


wis . Tala vo Jan cha 
apt iſt, that he was ſuch; "as 1doubx 


not: but the lame Teſtimeny maybe 
given of many others; tho we do net 


lures! 


All hall do under dis Ganerall;all 


e And 2 The Nc of fu 
_ £867-00 


1 , "RO is a ee 1 thi W 
Burn. 


equally/fear = 
Spirit. The Apoſtles: EX - 
hoxtarion is certainly iũ free upon them 


pretend to the ſame Lee and Mica - 


be 1. To ſhew you what is imported in; this 


* 15 a . Wh nn e 
e ee Shining ef, 
1 | Herd 
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3 things to be handle % 
diſtindtly : "As Luſt how you whatici of 
to be a Burning Light. 2. What it i 
 tobeaShining Light. 

1. What is it to le « Burning Light 1 | 
This Expreſſion, as I conceive; hah 
Two things in it. 1. That ſuch Mini, 
ſters are Men of Fervent Lone. Andp;; 
2 .OfArdent Zeal. 

1. That ſuch Miniſters are * Fer. Tue 
vent Love. A Burning Spiritual Light; 
has in it, an hot, and inflamed Love 
Such Miniſters have a love for God; and 
a love for the People: And an game 0 
love for bot. 

They have an Earneſt Love for Gal.) — 
it be tryed never ſo often: Let it be tryed 
never lo ſtrictix: Let God hi bimſelf,. briog it 
to Tryal, and it will ſtill appear to be true 
and ſtrong. Peter was ſuch a Buruing. Light, f 
and (il examines him as to his Love. 
Thrice over, Simon Son of Jonas loveſt thou 
ne? John 21. 15, 16, 17. And he replies yy Wee 
to the laſt: Thou that knoweſt all things fol 14; 

eſt that J love thee, Paul and the rel of the nad 


1 * N Apo- | 


poſi es were ſuch Burning Lights,and ſuch 


glad to be imployed, 2 Cor. 5. 14. The 


oe of Chriſt'conſtrains us. 


People. Tis faid of Moſes, that rather 
han ſee his People periſh, he himſelf 
{hoſe to be ras d out of the Book of the Liv- 
ding, Ex. z 2. 3 2.---- What a grief and 
breaking of Heart was it to Jeremy, thro- 
but the whole Book of Lamentations, to 
ſee the Calamities that hefell the Jews in 
he Babiloniſh Captivity? And why was 
his but becauſe he loved them? The 
Agleſſed Apoſtles had the Affections and 
Bowels of Fathers, towards their People. 
1 Thef. 2. 11. We exhorted. and Comforted 
ind Charged e very one of 'you, ſay they, as 
i 'Fatber doth bis Children. When Paul 


Wet ping. Phil, 3. 18, 19. And 2 Car. 
12. 15. He ſpeaks of an abundant love he 
be tag for chat People, And 2 Ce. 7.3. 
o tells 
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vas their Love to God, as it compell'd 
hem to ſerve him: When others would 
ave bin glad to be excuſed, they were 


1 They have alſo a very earneſt lov for the 


reach d to the Philippians, he preach d 


PE" Aua — 4 


tells them, That it was in bis heart, and 
in the . of. his, Brabren nn and ty 
die with them. 
And if it be 5 That wen haye * 
an Inflamed love to God and theilt 
People, how is it, they are ſo oſten traf % 
duced as Enemies to both? and repre 
ſented: as ſactious, and ſelfiſh; and Mer 
cenary ; and as driving on à deſign tt 
corrupt the Minds of men, and deſtro 
their Souls? Tis an hard cenſure indecc 
which they meet with from an Ungtate 
ful World ; but Chriſt has given us th 
Reaſon of it, Job. 3. 20. 2 . dat 
evil hateth the Ligbt. "I > Kitt ; 
12. That "_— linde, ate. en 7 
Ol the Cbu 5 vere. e 7. 
og 2 Ia. 58. 1. They cryed along 
and ſpared not, thy . ae wp. their Joic 
like Trumpets. Tis laid of le. 
of the Seraphims —— live: Coal from ti ',, 
Altar, and laid it upon bis Month, Iſai. 6 1 
6, 7.— And of the Apoſtles, That 
1 9255 tongues. | like as of fire, futing 200 


o Each of them, Aachen 25 3. Lear 
Paal and Barnabas, that when the Lycu- 
onians would bave offered Sacrifice unto them, 
they tent rhei; Cloathe, and ran in amm 
the People; and with great Zeal prevemed 
zem, l. 14. — 2 And of the 


o the |Revelatjous, chap. 
1. 5. That the! had: fire * 1 
their Mouth, ee ee ee 


Nowe de bs ſo, That ey e 
ſuch an Ardent Zenl ſor God in the 
Execution of their Miniſterial Oſſice: 
How juſtiy does this Ootidemn the dull- 
neſs and coldneſs of ckoſe that attend 


90 Abd ssef ſuch Hearers, are Ordina- 
rily to be found under ſuch CPI 

Tealous Preachers? 
5 11 What zie it to be a Shining: Ligly? 
T'anſwee. There arg theſe two things 
(asTrake it) contain'd in that Expreſſion. 
1. That uch Miniſters art plain and per- 
in ubei Doctrine. And 2. "That 

thy are —.— pious in their Lives. 
Thus they are pics ler De 
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. 


a 
ö 
9 
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[their Miniſtry? And yet what 


ctrine 


wy pom muy 


Arie. And. preach Intelligibly, clearly, 
ene to the People. 1 Cor. 
1. 17. Not with wiſdum . words, ſot 
then the Croſs of Chriſt would: be made 
none Effet, but in the demonſtration of: the 
Sßirit, and with power. Such a Preacher 
was Paul, who ſpake to Edification, Ex. 
— Gar. 14.3. — 4nd 
choſe rather to ſpeak five words 5 bis Un: 
derſtanding, that by. his voyce he might teach 
others; than Ten thinſaud Mords in an Un 
known Tongue. Mor; e 

2. Ibat they are Eminentiy Plow in 
their Liyes. Not onely good Preachers, 
but godly Liver, — — themlelves, | ': 
in every thing as holy — to theit Þ + 
Blocks, 1 Pet. 5. 3. As the Prieſts of 
old had their Bells and their Pomeranats | + 
upon the Fringes of OE ſol ? 
have they founding l o, and fnuit- Mi 
ful Lives, 1h bh t 65 1 r.: ok 

Such ſhining Lights were Rogers, and 
Bradford, of 1 it was hard to ay, 
whether they had more force of Elo- 
1 and Unerace i in preaching, or 


j Holi- TEAM 


lighten'in his Life, and to breathe aa. 
much Fire as Elaquence. Lendl et buche 
Nov fot a People to'enji 


and ſo. post nd yet after all to con 
tinue in the old Ignorance, Stupidity, 
and Ungodlineſe is not onely abſurd in 
nit ſelf, but alſo dreadfully dangerous 
18 chem. Lab 10. 15. Thou Capernaum 
in ¶ which art exalted to Fleaven, ſhalt _— 
55 _— Hell. 


Se Gal, 1 am to ſhew you * Ne 
| * A of "ſuch. Burning and SOC 
| PINT) Lights.,, L4G 12 £03 | Fed: CG 

{ You: have heard that nine ok the 
Winters a Chriſt. are ſuch, and it is 


Ho could they. venture ti vun all hazards 
with him? as the loſs of their Health, 


er Repitations Libyrtis, and Lives? 
I | or That 


Holineſs in Life and Converſation. 'And 
ſuch an One was the Great Baſil, who 
was. ſaid to thunder in his Doctrine, and 


N mand 
Miniſtry as this; 2 plain, ſo piercing; 


neceſſary They ſhould be ſo. kor 1 
4. . Pa bal ut 4 fer vent love toGod, 
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ol 1 be 2 flaming Lors in! 


tied that. 45; u to be quencbed iy mam I man 


Hfuerg nor ty l Alrued init hi the greateſt 
Henk Cans Sperm N. seh 
8 if they had nat 4 fer went ldbe: to 
23 willing 40 be. Mer. 
om 2 10 Naa riſle and ure 

Hand reite in it Phil.-2.14 7.0/That in 
 loxkihad- ele ir burning lev q 
muſt bear a fiesy Tryall. 9 0G be 


. they ad not an Ardent Aal, Won t fe 


cond: they e uur Eincquater, the Oppaſions aud 
ſirmwnr the diſtaulties they maet with iu ther 


8 work ? „r 0 —— 
e Devil as his 
Wor its Ae e Arie 'Flefh 
Baits: Ald the def igt PA * — 
to allure or drive them their A 
Duties. di zac brag oat no 
Aud had they: nit 42 ZeatrGarthe IN 
Faith of.,the Gaſpel l could they eudt enn. 
a tend vfor it, uin times off a Cenerall de- 


Jau. W ones d en nad dtc 


c ad a ny we Ze Zend for: GU 
a Huuſe, 


fectiom and Flereſie e Mil. u. N f 


= 


—_ Sov 1 
Haze, could. they ever plead for and 
maintain uithe Purity, his N orſhip, | 
when {a much Corrupted. aud adultera- 
ed byidtbers? Job. 21% „ 
And had they not a Zeal for 
„could they ever 
reſt, hen mal 
ſnut up in Ca 
And had che 
i ſel, could the 
and wich ſuch 
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vis 
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th 
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audagi- 


dus, asg bid an open. defiance, to the 


Laws of God and man againſttic 2 


Evidenoes of 
geir Zeal, and Conyidtions of their 
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aden were not conſpicudus and clear 
n Doctrine, how were they eyer likely to 
Profit their; People ? For a Miniſter ta dar- 
en Coun cy: Words, Joh 38. 2. and 
to be a Barbarian to the People in his 


"2 


7 1 | F own 


7 tf Eeratt's Sirdion, 


> a—_ - 


' Own "trig 1 Cor. 14. 11.— And 


to Paint che Window to ſhut out the 


Light; is the way to deſtroy and ruin, 
but! not to convert we Save: bis Hear, 
. 7 they 500% not 1 Pious inf. 1 
this Lives, Ho could it be ſuppoſed tbeſ ent 
: ſhould promote Piet) amongſt Others? Mere 
their Un Light ſhines not before menu 
hoy ſhould others be brought to glo mall 
'Tifie God? Mat. 5. 16. To Preach He 
 lineſs and practiſe Wickedneſs, woul 
be but to ravell out good Sermons by : 
Bad Life, Let their Diſcourſes be ne 
ver ſo finely ſpun, they would all prove, !+ 
bur like Fenelope s thread, no ſoonef 9 
done but undone again. A good Preach d \ 
er but®a bad Liver, is zelendled by ture 
ſome to à Fhyſitian har has the Plagu 00. 1 
upon him: thò his Advice and Reme a. 9 
Wie are good, yet his own Plague inn 
fects and Kills his Patient. mes 
© Therefore from all this we may ſe ind 
2 Neceſſity of ſuch Burning and Shi bey 
ning Lights. de h 


Thit 


\nd 


ars, 


" 
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e > Third Genet. 
m it is a Siigular 2 * ary 
Mme Hi of Chriſts Mmiſters to be mikey 
la "and Shining Lights. | | 


in The, Truth of this is ſuſfciencly Evi- 
cnt from the words of my Text, which 

vere, ſpoken by Chriſt himſelf ; in Ho- 
en Pour uy John the Baptiſt : Therefore I 
hall onely ſhew you 


 Wherein the Flonourableneſs of this con- 
5, 

\nd of but in theſe two Particu- 
ars. 
1. The more Burning and Shining Li iohts 
Me). are, the more like they are to their ord 
md Maſter. Our bleſſed Saviour in Scri- 
ture is ſometimes called The true Light, 
l. 1. 9. — Sometimes, The great Light, 
mea. 9-2. — Sometimes, The Day-fprin 
in em on High, Luk. 1. 78. — And ſome- 
mes the Sun of Righteouſneſs, Mal, 4. 2.— 

ſe nd therefore bis Miniſters, the Hotter 
chilhcy Burn, and the Brighter they ſhine, 
Fic liker they are to their great Maſter. 


54 AP Sermim. © 
And what can give ſo great a Luſtreſ me 
to a Goſpel Miniſter, as a likeneſs to] /o 
Chriſt 2; To be a Servant of Chriſt is Ho- Bo 
nourable : Phil. 1. 1. Paul and Jimothe. 
us the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt : But to be 
like to him is much more ſo. Yea the 
Happineſs and Honour of Heaven it elfi [abc 
js call d our Awaking with his Likeneſs be 
EN 

2. The more burning and ſhining Light 
they are, the more Succeſsfull they are i 
their Lords Work. God ordmarily, I do no 
| ſay always, proportions the Succeſs o 
Miniſters to their Labours, 1 Tim. 4. 15 
16. Meditate upon theſe things, give thy ſel 
wholly to them, That thy profiting might af 
+ptar to all: Take heed to thy ſelf and! 
thy Doctrine, continue in them, for in dom 
this, thou fhalt both [ave thy ſelf and the 
that hear thee. © Ne 

And what an Honour is it for Mi 
ſters to ſuccee in their Work, How ea 
neſtly did Paul court it as ſuch 2 Phi 
1. 20. According to my Earneſt" Expectati 
and my hope, I bat in nothing I ſhall be aſha 
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med, but that with all baldneſs, as always, 
jo nom alfo, Chriſt ſhall be magnified in my 
= Body, whether it be by Life, or by Death. 
J And. chap. 2. 16, 17, Holding forth the 
Ward of Life, That I may rejoyce in the day 
of Chriſt, that J have not run in Vain, nor 
laboured in Vain: Tea, and if 1 be offered 
upon the ſervice, and Sacrifice of your Faith, 
I joy and rejoyce with you all. at: 

The very Names of Succeſsfull Mini- 
ill ſters, have bin carefully Preſerv'd and 

Imbalm'd throughout all Ages; and 
off tranſmitted to Poſterity with Marks of 
the greateſt Honour. 


APPLICATION. 
> From what has bin ſaid under this 


$ Doctrine, we Inferrr, 
r.. That the loſs of faithful Mimiſters muſt 


ini needs be a Very great. loſs. The World in- 


deed ſor the moſt part has but a ſlen- 
der Eſteem and value for them; and 
of is willing Enough to be rid of them, 
and that their Memory ſhould periſh : 

RR. but 


76 A Funerall Sermon. 
bur what a place of meer confuſion 
and darkneſs would that be, if all theſe 
Lights were once removed? 
"Tis one of the greateſt Judgments 
of God upon any People, to call home 
his Miniſters from them. A Famine of 
the Word is much 'worſe than a Famine 
of Bread: and Spiritual Darkneſs than 
that of Egypt. Am, 8. 9. ad 13.— The 
light of the Sun is not lo neceſſary for 
the Body, as theſe Spiritual Lights are 
for the Soul. The Body can live and 
move without that, but the Soul pe- 


riſhes in the want of theſe. Prov. 29. 


18. Where there is no Viſion, the People 
. 
2, That the Enjoyment of ſuch Miniſters 
4s are Burning and Shining Lights, is a ſin- 
gular Mercy. "Tis better than Corn, or 
Wine, or Oy1: Than Silver or Gold; 
yea than the greateſt Poſſeſſions the 
World can give, and to be valued ac- 
„ % 7! OT” 
They are Fyes to the Blind: Feet to 


— — 


the Lame, and Guiges to Heaven, They 


aw 


1 
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turn a Wilderneſs into a Paradiſe + And a 
Land of Darknels into a Goſhen. 

Happy then muſt that People be, 
whom God has priviledg'd wich ſuch 
lights. They are ſure of his Gracious 
Preſence, for Rev. 2.1. He walks in the 
midſt of his Golden Candleſticks, and holds his 
Stars in bis right Hand: And they may 
bumbly expect his Temporal Bleſſmgs too : 
For the Ark of the Lord ſeldom goes 
without them. 2 Sam. 6. 11, 12, Tis 
ſaid, God bleſſed the Houſe of Obed-Edom, 
and al that pertained to bim, * of the 
Ark of God. | 

„ That it is utterly inexcu cuſable for any 

People to enjoy / uch lights and yet walk in 
Darkneſs. ' Oh ! what account will they 
be able to ive! to God of the mſclyes, a- 
nother day ! 

'As to Wn poor. Heathens that * t in 
Darkneſs and lee no light, we call them 
miſerahle; and ſo they are : But let me 


tell you, - It ſhall be much more tolerable, for 


da in day of ſudgment, than for ſuch a 


Pap a as this: Read elſe and be convinc- 


N ed 


er 5 
. 
ha.” 


8 Per wry 

ed. Matth. 11. 20, ad'2.5. -- Read again, 
Luke 10. 1 th 6. And you wil Vo ore: 
convinced, 

And for ſuch poor ber Chriſt 
ans, who live under Blind, and Sapleſs, 
Jad Sottiſh guides, they are greatly to be 
pitied tho” not wholly to be exculed, 

But as for thoſe; "who. have all their 
life time, fate under the light df a Learn- 
ed, Faithfull, Painfull, and Zealous 
Miniſtry, all et after all, continue in 
Works and Walks of Darkneſs: They 
are utterly inexcufable before God, and 
| Man, and their own Con ſciences: And 
it is to be fear d, they are haltening nc: 
into Eternal Darkneſs. -/ 

4. That their Sin muſt needs be great ak 
either ecclypſe or extingui ſh ſh Dre: 1 
Shining lights, 

Some are for Ech pfing clo AraFthat 
either by withdrawing the Oyl'of Mainte- 


nance ; Or elſe by Reproathing, Defaming, 
and Slandering them to others: Jer. 20. 


10. Report Jay they, and we will report it 
Chap. 18, 18, Come ang let us deviſe devices 


Ku azar 
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ogainl} him z {et us ſnite bim with the, Tang. 
Their buſimeſs is, with a Malicious Noe 
and Gall, tg repreſent them to the, Seat 
ofthe Scornjull — to make them che 
Drunkards Sang, that they may thereby 
blaſt their Miniſtry But lee —— the 
end of all Ach Deipiler will be, in the 
Ir e of the Jews. 2 Chron. 
n- | 36. 16. They mecked the Meſſwgers of God, 
us and % bis Weras, and miſuſed bis Pre- 
ia phets, untill the nb the Lord, axoſe a- 
ey gainſt his:People, aud there mas no Remedy. 
| There are others that gre for Extinguiſh- 
ing theſe Ig bes. Not fat ſidung them under 
be anly, bur for . blowing them aut, 
with a Wind of Perſecution, That cry 
our of Miniſters as the HighePrieſts and 
Phariſees: dideof Chriſt; Away with them, = 
away with them: Crucif) them, Crucify thens: 
Tis nat fit that ſuch Fellows, ſhould i liven — 
the Kurth; They are Facbious, they are 
Seditious, they 2 Herep, 
Trumbpeters of Rebellion, aut with them, and 
1 their — 1 ball lay. 2 
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Scripture ſays of them (if paradventure 
their own Conſciences may tale with 
them from the Scripture) and I ſhall 
give them the erdilble but of that one 
Text neither: 1 Theſ. 2. 14, 15, 16. For 
Je alſo have ſuffered like things of your Cont 
tyymen, even as they have of the Jews ; Who 
both killed the Lord Jeſus and theirown Pro- 
phets, and have Perſecuted us, and they pleaſe 
not God, and are contrary to ali Men; forbid: 
ding us to ſpeak to the Gentiles that they might 
be ſaved, to fill up their ſins allways, till 
Wrath is come upon them to the uttermoſt. 
Many other Ii ſes might have bin 
made of this Doctrine, but my time is 
done. However if I may borrew a little 
ol jours I would ſpeak ſomewhat as to 
the Melancholly — of our meet- 
ing eee 

Lou cannot but be all ſenüble, FO 2 
Burning and Shining. Light has bin a- 
mongſt you in this place, ſo long as the 
Reverend Mr. John Fairfax was continued 
here: A man of that Eminent Reaſon, 
bens Prudence, Elocution, and: Univerſal 


TT Accom- 
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Accompliſhment, as is rather to be Envied: 
than Equall d by many of his Survivours. 
If the Importunate Prayers, or Floods: 
of Tears, or utmoſt endeavours, of his 
Friends, (nay L had almoſt ſaid, of all 
that knew him) could have prevented 
it, we had not bin here upon ſuch a 
mournfull occaſion now. But alas! 
The deſire of our Eyes, and Ears, and 
Hearts is gone! Our Light is ſet, or ra- 
ther removed to an higher Orb. He has 
run his courſe, and full fill d his day, and 
we muſt now fee his Face no more. 
I will not pretend to ſay, what the 
Memory of this Ancient Servant of 
Chirſt deſerves: If that had bin expected 
it muſt have bin ask d at other hands. 
The'Apoſtle I think has given you his 
Character, in that of a Goſpell Biſhop. 
1 Tim. 3.25 3» 4% 7. and - 1.8, 9. 
compar d. That he was Blameleſs, 7 Ni- 
lant, Sober, of good Behauicur, given to 
Hoſpi ality, apt to teach, not given to Vine, 
no Striker, not greedy of filthy Lucre, but 
Tau, not a Brawler, not Coyęteaus; ane 


that ruled well his own Houſe; having bis | lan 
Children in dubjection with-all gravity + One fer 
that had a good report alſo of them which, were | Po 
without. A Lover of good Neu. Juſt, Ho- Pr 
ly, Temperate, holding faſt the Faithfull in 
Word, as he bad bin Taught, and able by ſound g 
Doctrine to Exhort and Convince Gainſc - to 
rg: RT ns owls 6 

It was his great Happineſs to have the Hi 
Grace of God planted in his Heart in the he 
Eleventh Yearof his Age: And his great fo 
Honour to have it abounding there to w 
his Seventy Seventh. 
Nie had various Exerciſes. in ſo long ye 
a Lite. But the moſt Tragicall Scene of n 
all was on that fatall. Bartholemew, in ſu 
1662. Which on to Morrow will be W 
Eight and Thirty Yearsagoe ; whereon © 
he was removed, not only from his} y 
maintenance, bu: allo from his Publick 
Service (much more defireable to him 
than that) together with many Hun- 
dreds, I had almoſt ſaid: ſome Thou- 
ſands more, as Learned, and Orthodox, 
and Peaceable Divines, as Eng- 
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land has Ordmarily Bred: And this — 
for the Honour they had'to the Kingly 
Power of Chriſt in his Church, and "the 
Preſervation of their own Conlviences 
iece. a 2 

Aſtet that fatall vive (pleaſi ing 
to our Adverfaries, and hurtfull to us) 
his Life has bin ſtill Erninently uſefull. 
He Remembred that dos againſt him if 
he Preach'd not the Goſpel: And there- 
fore tho Bonds and Afffictions did every 
where abide him, and Perſecutions' and 
Imprilonments were heavy u 
yet he always reſolv d. that Chriſt ſhould be 
ma 17 in his Body, whether by doing or by | 
; and therefore never forlook his 
Work Chor fear of Man. 

To ſpeak of his Miniſterial A0 60 
you, who were ſo long bleſt wich his La- 
bburs, would feem Impertinent. 

You well Remember what a Variety, 
Pettinency, and Fluency of words, he 
always had in Prayer, (but more eſpeci- 
ally upon the moſt Peculiar, and Extra- 
ordinary 7 occaſions ) and with what's Pi- 

ons 


om e, and: ene 3 of h. 
Spirit, he would pour them out, to the ing 
warming, and humbling, and e ful t 
of all his Hearers. N 
You will never forget his 8 
how Solid, and Spiritual, : and Cloſe, and 
Pungent, and Evangelical. . An Ihave 
no reaſon to doubt, but many of you 
have felc the Succels, and Power, and 
Efficacy of it upon your, own Souls: And 
are to be bis-Glory, his Joy, , and Crown of res be 
Joycing at the Lords coming. 1 Jheſ. 2. 195 ven 
20 — 17 of 
Whilſt he was here, he loy d you, wh 
aud lerv'd you, and was willing to Te 
ſpend and be ſpent amongſt you: And ¶ wa 
was Honour'd by God as a great Iaſtru- tha 
ment ot turning many to Righteouſneſs : fo 
But having ſer v d bis Generation according to || the 
the Will of God, he is now faln aſleep in he Ln 
His Work is er and he is centred into his 
his Maſters Rejt. His Trials are over, of 
and he is now advanced to the upper ¶ ple 
Regions above all ſtorms. He. is Yoti | 
ee, and has got the Bearifick Viſion, I thi 
which! 


— Mt et } 
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which for ſo many Vears he was Pray⸗ 
ing for, and longing for He was fas 


ful to the Death, and 604 has now given him 


4 Crown of Life He did the Vo of a 
Prophet whilſt here, and is now receiv- 
ing a Prophet's Rewardg and ſhuning 46 
the Starrs in the Firmament of Gl 1975: 

If chat ſaying of Auſtii be true; 
That o may as « man h Ediſie hy a 
Good- Example upon Earth; for ſo many 
be ſhall receive a reward of Glory in Hea- 
ven: how glorious muſt the Reward 
of this our - Deceaſed Brother now be, 
whoſe Life was ſo Exemplary and 
Teaching to all that knew him 2? He 
was none of thole Statue Mercuriales, 
that ſerve onely to point out the Way 
to others, but move not at all in it 
themſelves: But as he Preach'd, ſo he 
Liv d: The Scripture was the Rule of 
his Doctrine, his Doctrine was the Rule 
of his Life, and his Life was rhe Exam- 

ple of that Doctrine. 

I ingdt but make mention! of Que 

thing more; and to his Immortal Praiſe 


be 


as: 


he have 


A Rarral S 
be it ſpaen: And that is, What 1 
VDebht and Pleaſare be took in hit 
Lade Work. He ſed the | flock i God, Inari: 
ander the Over fight thereof, not by Gn f 
ſtruiat | but; millingix, not. for fubby Lurre, ht hi 
but M ready: mind, 1 — He 
never thought himſeif ſo well, as hen 
in his Maſter's. Setvice. And how ma- 
ny, and (almoſt) inluperable difficul- 
ties, did he Ordinarily encounter to En- 
gage in it? Had he deſir d, or would 
accepted of a Diſpenſation from 
ſuch Service, how loudly id his Bodi 
ly weakneſs, and anote Eſpecially chat 
molt oppicelling] Ama (which ſo fre- 
quently threatned him; but juſt before 
ſome Publick Enga 
nent death) plead ſor it? rde 


It might truly be al v6 db hs xo 


Was in Deaths oſten z and that at: laſt be 
died in las Work : for he was Actually 
preaching. to his Family and Friends, 
till his Speech 
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began to fauler 10 And dd; ; 
| ſoon after, he reſigu d up 1his Soul ro e 


A Fumerall Sermon. 87 
.I remember, It was. Biſhop Jewel's Ex- 
10 reſſion Dportet Epiſcopum Contionantem 
, Nuri: i. e. 2 Biſhop muſt die ' Preaching. 
> Hnd it was Auſtin's with, That Chriſt 
e, gt his coming may find him, aut pre- 
le Nantem aut predicantem, either Praying or 
n reaching: And this | have been told 
* ras the common - wiſh of our deceaſed. 
I- Brother ; and how kindly did God graut 
im this his Deſire? 

It was not a little Mercy, 9 to 
imſelf; or thoſe about him, That he 
& Pelicei in his Death. And that with a 
ell: grounded Aſſurance he could re- 
eat the Apoltle's words ( as I hear he 
lid) 2 im. 4.7 8. 1; have fought! 4 good 
abt, I-bave finiſhed my Gow ſe, 1 1. have kept 
le Faith: Henceforth there is laid up, for me 

Crom of: Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 
Rig nere Hake ſpaligive e 40. | 


dads o. what and but 6 1 
dd 4 Word to you, My Brethren in the 
Miniſtry : and another to you the People 
four lately deceaſed B Brother F:  <RuxE 
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1 50 my Brethren in the Miniſtry. . 


Let us lay it to Heart, that God has dariti 
leſſened our little Number. If the angry Walt, 
World would but have Patience, it will I. 
quickly be yet leſs. However, 'Thof 
the Work is now lying on fewer hands, 
and the Burden on weaker Shoulders, 
let none be daſmaid at this, but onely 
excited to a greater Diligence, and to 
implore a greater Strength: It is as ealie 
with God to ſave by few, as it is by 
many: and by the Minor as it is by the 
Major Prophets, and let this Encourage 
us. IRS 14 1.3 
Onely, my Brethren, let us be faith- 
full in our Work: We are intruſted with; 
the Truths and Oracles of God: He 
has lodg'd his Honour in our hands: 1. 
He has made us Executors of his laſiffkner 
Will and Teſtament: He has given ushdy 
the Charge of many Souls: and with erm 
what an Exact and inviolable fidelity /; 
ſhould we take care to manage fo great cation 


A Fimerall Sermon. 80 
It was a dreadful ek Which 
n Idle Miniſter once had from an ap- 
$ rhe, The: Princes” of Fell, (thi he, 
'l Salute hon, O ye Princes of the Chivch, wy 
| Fladly give you thai becauſe through your" 
6 Negligence, jo many Souls go down' to Hell. 
„ ſhe good Lord diver Us from che 
87 Flood — olg 
ly The Onely Exhoration, 1 Ho yet 
to umbly offer upon this Oeczfion, is this: 
ie That 1 * Burnig and Shining 
dy Lights are removed, let us endeavonir to be 
: ch our ſelves for the future, that the In- 
et of Cbriſt may | ſuffer the leſs by the 
ath of others,” And that this may cone 
ch · Jet Nearer; I hope it will be tio offence 
ich defi tin vi dy dune forth more 
He becially theſe four ways. | 
s: 1. I. abe Planes of ous Miſt Li's 
altÞmemb r, we are tobe Lights to others, 
| Uhid not Cloud, to darkemthe Liighe fern 
thera, Tis the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching 
liryFut ber- Souls. We are to Preach to Edi- 
eatfrarion and net to be ambitious of Ad. 
Er is better be deſpis d by ſome 

. 8 2 1 
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for our plainneſs,. than to be Unprofitz ven 
ble tO) uy. by our neſo. DA IT»: 
Holy Mr. Dod would often, ſay, le 
"maſt feed the Lanibyy and ſtoopitgvthe he 
yy: and if be could -reach them, other 

2 themſelves: And it was Ob 
by 4 his Miniſtry was ſo plain, tha 
poor filly People that never knew wha 
i Religion meant, when they had gone 
4 to hear him, could not chooſe but tall 
of his Sermons : it mightily affecte; 
them to hear the Myſteties of Go 
brought down to their ow-ꝗ commot 
Dualen: And for this Mx. \Cartwrig] 
ſays of him, he was the fitteſt man i} ma 
England for a Paſtorall Office, becaul 
he. was able to Speak o gn C 
pacity. 2 n 
It was an Wien Qharadter © 
Mir. Crook, That he knew: how! to feff i. 
forth xcuye? Re g, ablixujc . points plainly with 
and how to e und unde, Pla i4 
Truths Elegantly. „ hne eh Pau 
2. In the Heavenlineſs of aur Lives. C 
haves receiy'd our Compaſſes from Hes 
| ven 


A Fpmerall:Sermon. 91 
ven: Our great Lord and Maſter is in 
Heaven: our work is Heavenly: Our 
J reward is in Heaven: Out Sufficiency is 
from Heaven: we have almoſt done 
vith Earth: and why then ſhould we 
not be Heavenly? 

3- In the Catholickneſs of our Tempers. 
Let us never impale Religion within 

J partyes, or believe that none can be 
all ſaved beſides our ſelves; or preſently call 
for fire from Heaven on thoſe that will not 
receive us. Let Religion it felt, in its 
own Eatitude be the Common Bond of 
all Union: And whatever differences 
may be amongſt us in Smaller Matters, 
yet let us be lovers of all good men: It 
was Mr. Jeremy Burroughs Motto upon 
his Study door: That Opirionum Varie - 
tas, & Opinantium Unitas, nan ſunt A. 
i. e. An Union of Afections is very confaſtent 
Jl with. a. variety of Opinions. ths 
4. In our Devotedneſs ta all Good. St. 
Paul tells us, Tit. 2. 2. That Biſhops ſhould 
be Patterns of good Works. Not onely men 
lei G 3 of 
- 


of Healing Principles, but alſo of Gene- 
rows Practices: Such an One was. Our] {el 
Reverend deceaſed Brother, and why 
ſhould' not we be ſuch, that mu ſurvive 
him: 

1 add but one word more, 84 That 
is to the People, who are this day La- 
menting the loſs of their Dead Poſtour. 
The Lord lanctifie this heavy ſtroke, 
and your Sorrow for it, and ſhew you 
| Wherefore he thus contendeth. I ſhall 
bur briefly fuggeſt a two-fold Duty, as 


Incumbent upon _ ane, an ſore 
Rebuke of God. 


1. Ian muſt nom Rune that lupe hit 
ment you have made of the Burning and Ex 
Shining light that has bin amongſt you. God fil 
did not ſet up ſuch a light for nothing : 1 
he — — how many Vears it has de 
ſhone, and will certainly cauſe you toff . 
remember it: and wo be to all thoſe 
that have walk'd in darkneſs ' whilſt 
they had this Light; and refuſed to be 
reckim 'd by bis eee 5 
You 


6 
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e. You may each of you aſſure your 
ur {| {elves a very ſolemn account muſt ſoon 
by | be given of what Spiritual Improve- 
vel ment you have made of ſo great a 
Mercy: Yea of every Prayer he has 
offered to God amongſt you: Of 
every Sermon he ever Preached with 
| you: Of every Tear he ever ſhed for 

you: of every ſecret Reproof and Cau- 
tion he ever gave you: And of every 
tireſom Journey he ever made to ſerve 
you. And would to God it may be 
found in the Great Day, that neither 
the Doctrines you have heard from 
him, nor the Piety, Integrity, and Good 

Example you have ſeen in him, may 
riſe up in Judgment againſt any of 
your Souls, to aggravate their con- 
demnation! : 
toll 2. Ion muſt now jee to it, That a care- 
fe ll ful Improvement be made of that Light 
ic that yet Remains. Tho Moſes the Set- 
be vant of the Lord be dead, yet (ſuch 

is the Kindneſs of Heaven to you) 
ou G 4 there 
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there is a ſurviving / Joſpuab Th Eli 
jab the Old Prophet is now tranflated, 
yet (bleſſed be God) there is a Voung 
Eliſha with you to ſucceed him: So 
that your Sorrow is but a %obgiauts; 
it has a mixture of Comfort and Joy 
in it: But ſee that you walk by this 
Light whilſt you have it: The Pro- 
phets are all mortall, and who knows 
but your Sun might ſer at Noon? 
and therefore you can never make too 
Early an Improvement of his Pains and 
Meſſage. n 1612, en i. 

I doubt not but it will be the Hap- 
pineſs of this Congregation above o- 
' Thers, to be very Unanimous in their 
next Choice: Could I but ſuſpect the 
Contrary, I would Earneſtly entreat 
and beſeech you all, as in: the Bowels 
of Chriſt: and by all the regard you 
have to the Honour of God, to the 

Intereſt of Religion, and Wellfare of 
Souls; to adjuſt ſuch Methods as may 

timely prevent the ſame : But I would 


be 


and 


i 


and therefore my Onely deſire is, That 
your Lives may be anſwerable to your 
future Enjoyments. And that the Spi- 
cir of your Miniſter may Propagate it 
ſelf amongſt his People: and that you 
may be found his Joy, and Crown 
of Rejoycing, in the preſence of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his coming. 1 The, 
275 0 == 

1 1 all with the Apoſtle's 
Advice to his Beloved Friends before 
he left them, Phil, 1. 27. Onely let your 
Converſation be as becometh the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. That whether 1 come and ſee you, 
or elſe be abſent, I may hear of your Affairs, 
That you ſtand faſt in One Spirit , with 
One Mind, Striving together for the Faith 
of the Goſpel. 


FINIS, 


A Funerall Sermon. Oy 95 * 


be Confident of you in this matter, 
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there is a ſurviving / Joſhuab {i The El: 
jab the Old Prophet is now tranflated, 
yet (bleſſed be God) there is a Voung 


Eliſha with you to ſucceed him: So 


that your Sorrow is but a 3e ian, 
it has a mixture of Comfort and Joy 
in it: But ſee that you walk by this 
Light whilſt you have it: The Pro- 


phets are all mortall, and who knows 


but your Sun might ſet at Noon? 
and therefore you can never make too 


Early an Improvement of his Pains and 
Meſſage. 1) 363, Of e. 
doubt not but it will be the Hap- 


pineſs of this Congregation above o- 
thers, to be very Unanimous in their 


next Choice: Could I but ſuſpect the 
Contrary, I would Earneſtly entreat 


and beſeech you all, as in the Bowels 


of Chriſt: and by all the regard you 
have to the Honour of God, to the 


Intereſt of Religion, and Wellfare of 
Souls; to adjuſt ſuch Methods as may 
timely prevent the ſame: But I would 
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be 


and 
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be Confident of you in this matter, 
and therefore my Onely deſire is, That 
your Lives may be anſwerable to your 
future Enjoyments, And that the Spi- 
tit of your Miniſter may Propagate it 
ſelf amongſt his People: and that you 
may be found his Joy, and Crown 
of Rejoycing, in the preſence of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his coming. 1 Tbe/. 
2. 19.— ? 

I e all with the Apoſtle's 
Advice to his Beloved Friends before 
he left them, Phil. 1. 27. Onely let your 
Converſation be as becometh the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. That whether 1 come and ſee you, 
or elſe be abſent, 1 may bear of your Affairs, 
That you ſtand faſt in One Spirit, with 
One Mind, Striving together for the Faith 
of the Goſpel, 
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gain to another (ondoleance of our Pub- 
lick Loſſes. 


ſolemn Aſſembly on this occaſion. 

This Pulpit has bin but a Melancholly 
Place to me, becauſe ſuch very Melan- 
cholly Providenres have brought me to 
it, and given it ſuch Sable Covers. 

I thought IJ had acted my Tragicall 
Scene amongſt you before: And little 
expected I ſhould have Preach d any Fu- 


% o 
= 


nerall Sermon to this People again: 


= 
* % 


Much leſs for another of their Minſter: : 


And ] believe it was as little expected by 


your ſelves as me: But ſuch are the hidden 
and concealed methods of the Divine 
Will, that both Miniſters and People a 
ſomatimes call'd to fach Exerciſes"! 
they.ch | 


bin dry, ſince we were weeping over 


w hat mM me we. begin o ſoon again 
And mult the Death 


* mm 4 


Ie is with a very akitg Heart (God 
knows) that I ſee this mournfull and 


A 5 hit not of. : : \ IC Ode | 
e er know ) haft farce 


K Ls 
a Prophet be 
+- f, 45 7 


„ Ibis is Companion, ſometimes his Brother 
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ſtill the Burden of our Sorrow? 
If che onl. y entertainment I was to give | 


you, were Lat the Watry Language of 


my Eyes, I think I could eaſily anſwer 


the modeſt Expectations of any; fork: 
am better pi 


repar d to Weep than I am to 
Preach : But I cannot ſuppoſe you came 


hither to ſee, but to hear a Sermon: Tha 
a Tear at the Funerall of ſo great a Man 
as the _ Mr. Timothy Wright,” is 


but a poor expence of Nature, and 4 
1 Grace. 


But the propereſt Work n in ; 


upon me, is a due Explication and Im- 
provement of the Words Read, which! 
take to be very Appoſite corhi _—_ 
occaſion, and in ſhort are, | 

The Apoſtles c haracter of a anne 2 
Miniſter.. 

The Perſon he deferibed: was Dach 
The Etimoligy of which Name, is hu 
and $2, and: Safes an HanoureFvof' God, 
or one pretious and Honsurabie in the ſight of 
God. The Apoſtle ſomerimes calls kim 


and 
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and Fellow-helper, ſometimes his'beloy- || 11 
ed Son, and ſomtimes his W r n m 
the Faith; {vos 01s 7 M 
The Deletipe ibn here * of isl in; 1 
the Text be Poſitive and. Comparative. Int 
i. Poſitive. And ſo hes ſaid to be, ¶ the 

a Perſon that bade Care of his Peoples A 
State: And a Perſon that had a Natwil Jeet 
Car of it. 1712 21 4 | , 6149 Toy F, 155 the 
| eee | And ſo he is ſaid to ge 
* 2 Perſon that exceeded others, both like 
in the greatneſs of his Care, and in the Na#! ¶ anc 
tur allne / s of it = T have no Man Like _ ter 
\ eds: Pho will Naturally care for;yaur ſtate. to 
have no Man i. e. Ad. manum, aich wit 
Tirinus: No Mau at Hand: Ifany ſuch on 

| is to be found in other Places, he is not all 
here, S ee of tl 
| | he-minded = Os the gi 
| Reads it, r Such was the In- the 
violable Friendſhip, and Intimacy of Icous 
Affection betwixt them, char of all o- [Car. 
ther Miniſters, Timothy was the Perſon Obj. 
moſt dearly beloved by the Apoſtle. and 
ions Reads it, 1 have! no Man be- the 
ſides. . 
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— 


ſides Tmathy, who is, ſicut anima mea, as 


my own'Soul ; And Menochius, I have no 
Man, Pari animo præditum, that has a 


mind ſo liłe to mine. But Pexa rejects this 


Interpretation, and ſays it agrees not to 
the Scope of the Context: And that the 
Apoſtle is not comparing Timothy to him 
ſelt, but to other Miniſters: And 
therefore gives this as the proper and 
genuine ſence of the Words: That this 
like · mindedneſs did not relate to Timothy 
and Faul, but to Timothy and other Mini- 
ſters; and the Apoſtles meaning he takes 
to be this, I know no Man Like - minded 
with Timothy, for his Zeal and Affecti- 
on to the Duty of the Miniſtry in Genes 
rall: Or for his Naturall care of the ſtate 
of the Philippians in Particular. 

Who will care for your ſtate — ueptuniouy 
the word properly ſignifies to be ' lolicj- 
tous and anxious about it: It is ſuch a 
Care, as if upon lecular and Worldly 


Objects, would be ſinfull and exceſſive: 


and} properly contains in it, a dividing 


che mind into diverſe thoughts, and 
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caſting about every way how to be Ser- 
Viceable to it. 


Who will Naturally Care —— ries 
germane, quali v, genuine. None 
lays Eraſmus, who will have ſuch a 
genuine Care: None ſays Tremellius, who 
will have ſuch a Diligent Care: None 
fays Grotius, who will have ſuch a |} ſha 
Faithfull and Hearty Care. | 
For your State —— i metvwar. For 
your Affairs, that is your Spiritual at- 
fairs: There is no Man ſo ready to 
Propagate the Intereſt of Chriſt, and 
help | te” the Salvation of Souls |] of 
amongſt you, as Timothy will be. 

Having thus given you the Sence 
of the Words (ſo near as I underſtand 
them) the latter clauſe: of the Verſe 
will neceſſarily fall into this Propoſiti- 
on, VR; N 


1 


Doctr. That it is an Excellent Parti 
Character of a Goſpell Min- 1. 
Ker, to be Naturally Care- Iſtate. 
fall for his Peoples ſtate. fed * 


8 —— 
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This Character was given by the 
Apoſtle to Timathy, and to him by 
way of Eminency, - as Exceeding others, 


both in his Affection to, and in his Care 


f 

6 

i 

) | forthe People. 

: In Proſecution of this Doctrine, I 

a ſhall, \ 

1. Shew you what is meant by a 

x | Peoples ſtate. N | 

f- 2. What is meant by a Mamiſters 

o Naturall Care for his Peoples ſtate. 

d 23. How it appears to be the Glory 

ils Nef 4 Miniſter, to have ſuch a Care of the ſtate 
of bis People. 


ad \ ... . Fiſt Generall, 
rlc What is meant by 4 People's 


To this I ſhall anſwer in theſe. Three 

lent Particulars.” - | + 
in- 1. It cannot be meant of their Secular 
Fate. The Apoſtle never commend- 
ed Timathy: ro the Philippians, as one 


H 2 that 
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that would take care of their State 'in 
this Senſe; not was it ever committed 
to him. It is the buſineſs of ſecular 
Perſons to take care of ſecular + Affairs: 
As for Ecclefiaſticks' they are liſted un- 
der Chrift as Spiritual Soldiers, and as 
they would pleaſe their. Lord and 
Captain, they mult not ( ordinarily ) 
engage in other matters, but mind 
their Warfare. 2 Tim. 2. 4. No Man 
that Warreth, Entangleth 5 with the 
Affairs of this Life, that he may pleaſe 
him, who hath. choſen him to be a- Sol 
ater. * 

2. Nor can it be meant . thei Bod 
ly, ſtate. There are others 'whole 
proper buſineſs it is to take care 0 
the Health of Mens Bodies: And 
therefore wholly ſeperate  themſelyes 
to ſuch Studies, that hey anne be 
capable of it. 


And yet I cannot deny, bar in a} 
caſe of Neceſſity, or for the Benefit 
of the Poor, a Miniſter (if he un 
derſtand it) _ adviſe as a Phyſiti 
an] 


We find the Apoſtle making 
800 of Luke as the Beloyed Phy- 
ſitian, long after he had bin an A 
vangeliſt. Col. 4. 14. — But this is 
not his proper buſineſs: Nor is this the 
ſtate of his People which is his Care, 
ts 

"3--1t-is meant of their Spirituall ſtate, 
or the ſtate of their Souls, and well- 
fare and telicity of their . Inward 
Man : This is that which is the 
peculiar Obje& of a Miniſters Care. 

Now, & Spirituall State of a 
People is either Generall, ar Particu- 
ars ©)" 4 
Firſt. Cera. And thas 1 is, the 
CS ada Intereſt of Religion: Suc- 
ceſs of the Goſpell, and N 
of Chriſts Kingdom amongſt them: 
And this ought to be ſincerely mind- 


ed, and carefully endeavoured by every 
| Miniſter. 


' Secondly, Particular. And * is 
the intereſt of every Individuall Soul 
amongſt a People: Of one and another 

Hy with- 
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without Exception: Not of Great ones 
only, or Relatives, or BenefaFtors," or 
Peculiar Friends, but of all. © 

Now # Miniſters Care of this Spi- 
rituall ſtate of his People, refers ei- 
to the Safety of it, or to the Comfort 
of it. 

215 To the Safety of i. He is to take 


care that their ſtate is ſafe; and in 


order to that he muſt diligently Endea- 
your, 
To tell them of, and Alarurn them 
out of their Sins. Ia. 58. 1. Cry a- 
loud, ſpare not, lift up thy Voice © like a 
Tram pet, and ſhew my People their Tranſ. 
pe, aud the Houſe of T0” their 
Sinn. 

And to terrifie them with God's 
Wrath and Judgments, whilſt they 
continue Impenitent. Jude. v. 23. Sa- 
BE them with fear, pulling them out 'of the 

ire. 

And to Reprove, Adviſe and ad- 
moniſh them, with all Itnporrunity 
and Affection. 2 Tim 4. 2. Preach the 


_ 
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Word, be inſtant i in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, 
Reprove, Rebuke, Exhort, with all long 
Suffering and Doctrine. 


And to Enlighten them to ſee, the ins 
trinſick Evil, and out ward danger of their 


ſins, and perſwade them to turn from 
them. Act. v4 17,18, T ſend thee to open their 
Eyes, and to turn them from Darkneſs to 
light, and from the power of Satan unto God. 
And to urge them with all poſſible 
Earneſtneſs and Zeal, to be at Peace 


with God, and 741 to his Terms 


of Peace. 2 Cor. 5. 19, 20. Unto us is 
Committed the Word of Reconciliation : 
Now then, we are Ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt, as tho God did beſeech you by us, 
we pray you in ( þriſts ſtead be ze Reconciled 
to God. 

And to perſwade them of God's Incli- 
nation to ſnew them Mercy, and his un- 
willingneſs of their Perdition. Exel. 3 3.11. 
Say unto them, 4s I live, ſaith the Lord 
God, I hive no pleaſure in the Death of 


the Wicked, but that the Wicked.turn from 


his way and Live, turn ye, turn ye from 
H 4 Jour 
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Jour evill ways, for why will 90 che, 0 Efe u 
77% Vir ael? Hb | 2 is, 
Aud to bring Weng over to Jeſus ea 
"Chriſt, ro be ſaved from Sin, and 
Wrath, and Hell. Mark 16. 1 5, 16. || 
He ſaid unto them, Go into all the World, 1 1 
and Preach the Goſpell to every Creature, and ie 
ſay, he that Belie veth ſhall he ſaved. lie 
All this is neceflary to be done by a 11 
Miniſter,” in order to the Ser of his | G4 
Ka ane ſtatee: the 
2. To' the Comfort of it. He is to | the 
take care not only of the Safety, but cee 
alſo of the Comfort of their tare. Iſa. | - ++ 
40. 1, 2. Comfort he, comyort ye my People,, 
ſaith the Lord, ſpeak ye Comfortablj to Je- 

ruſalem, and cry unto. ber, that her war fare 


is i * and oy i is aner, 
ed. 1 


He is an bra One ae Thus 

ſand, to ſhew unto Man his K "Job 
„ Ib 

' Heistolift up the Hands that bank down, 

and to ſtrengtben the Freble Knees, Heb. 12. 

12.— To r the Fair. -Hearted and to 
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* the Weak, 1 Theſs. 5 5-14 — That 
is, he muſt faithfully Endeavour it, and 
earneſtly implore divine Succeſs, with- | 
ut Which his oreateſt Diligence and 
utmoſt Care will be vain and. fruitleſs. 
” Cor. 3. 5, 6,7. Who-is Paul, and who 
is Apollos, but Miniſters | by, whom he be- | 
4 even as the Lord gave to every 
a | man? 1 have planted, and Apollos Watered, | 
is | ut God gave the Eucreaſe. So then, nej- 
ther is be that planteth any thing, neither he 
o || that watereth, but God that give b the En: 


9 * 
E > 2s: | 
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al Cate of his Peoples State ? N Yhs 


n- | I have no man Wenunded, "who 
will Naturally care for your ſtate. 
The words are a Metaphor taken from 
the care of an Indulgent Father, or ſoli- 
citous and tender hearted Mother, for their 
Children. A Miniſter is not onely a Shi. 
ritual Nurſe, but a Spiritual Father: And 


therefore his gare of his P E 18 AY 


id 


2 „ _— — 


what is 


5757 him to it, pro Menſura Servi. 


ed a N Care; not as Natur all i is 
Oppoſed to Spiritual, but onely to whats 


beat, or feigu d, or Artificiall. 
Now as to this Natural Care, That 
may Introduce you the better to a right 
underſtanding of it, I ſhall, - 1. She you 
Suppoſed to it. And then 2. ihe: 
are the Genuine Properties of it. 


1. There are ſeveral things | uppoſed to 

to this Naturull Care. Aud 1 ſhall but 
bah name them. As 

. & Juppoſes a Knowledge of thei 

Sint, A Miniſter who knows not the || ren 

State of his Flock, cannot be thought Ch 

to take care of their State. How can and 

any man take care of he knows not 


what? 
2 ppoſes a Capacity and Power to 


take care of it. That he is an Able Mini- 
ſter, and forniſh'd with ſueh Mental! 
Gifts, and goſpel Endowments as may 


„It ſuppoſes a Concern for their iþi 
ritual Gwe, That he really wiſhes wal 


to i, and bears it upon his Hear:: Fot, 
1 who 


—— 
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| who can have a Natural care of what 


he ic not 5 Pa 
A. It ſuppa 0 a conſtant E 
1 Intereſt of their _ For, 2 
can be naturally Carefull of what he 
has not heartily Eſpouſed. But 
2. There are many Genuine Properties of 
this Care, which will in 4 more Ejpeciall 
manner diſcover to us the formal be e 
and meaning of it. In hort, 
A Natutal Care maybeknown knn 
” 1. It is an Undiſſembled Care. A Pa- 
rent catmot barely 


pretend a love to his 
Child, and a Care of him, but his Love 


ſtare of his People; he does not diflem- 
ble it before God, or Man, but is real 
in it. 2 Cor. 7. 12. That our Care for you 
in the aht of Cod, may appear wnto you, © 


needs not to be forced to take Cate 


aral Bowels of a Father are iu hir) 
t, bur he finds an Inclination, and a 2 
tant 


and his Cate are real and Unfeigned. 
And ſuch is a Miniſters Cate of the 


. 1 5 a Voluntary Care. A Parent 
1- Jof his Child: (1 mean while the Na- 


* 
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ſtant Diſpoſition in himſelf to it 


And 4 is a Miniſters Care for the 
ſtate of his People. 1 Pet. 5. 2. He feeds 


the Flock of Chriſt, and takes the Over: fight 


thereof, not by by eonftriine" big: Millin de 


and 5 * Nach mil. 

3. 1 is an Unvraried cas. A Parent 
is not eaſily tired with his Child, no, 
not tho he be froward and pecviſh, and 


under great pains, and Sickneſs, and 


takes little or no notice of bis fatherly 


Kindneſs to him. 
And ſuch is a Miniſters Cate of the 
ſtare of his People. Acts 20. 3 1. It ceaſes 
not neither night nor day. But he has 
them on his Heart at all times, as Aa- 
ron had the names of the Twelve Tribes 
upon his Breaſt-⸗ plate: And whatever 
unkindneſſes they offer to him, he can 
never leave off his caring ſor tbem. 
4. It i an Afﬀettionate Care. A Pa. 
rent takes care of his Child, out of Love 
to his Child: his very Affection to bim, 


will wake bin Expreſs 52 Care of 
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And ſuch is a Miniſters Care for the 
ſtate of his People. 1 Theſſ. 2. 8. Being 


AﬀeSionately de 2 irous of you, we were will» 


ing to have imparted to you, not the Goſpel 
of God. onely, but alſo our own Souls, be- 
cauſe you were dear unto us. — Acts 20. 24. 
Neither count I my life dear unto my ſelf, 
fo that I might finiſh my courſe , 12 joy, 
and the Miniſtry which I ha - received of 
the Lord Jeſus. — Phil. 2. 17. Lea and if 
I be offered'\upon the 8 — and Service 
of your Faith, I Jo 4 and rejoyce with you 
all..— Act. 20. 3 1. By. the ſpace of Three 
Wears,” I ceaſed not to warn every one of you, 
Ne and Day with tears. 

5. It is an Induſtrious 3 A Parent 
is very diligent, and at great pains to 
provide, and lay up, and take care for 
his Child. 

And ſuch is a Miniſter's Care for the 
ate of his People: He thinks no pains 
too much, neither in Studying, nor 
Preaching, nor Praying, nor Travelling, 
if he may but by any means be profi- 
table to his People. His Motto is, Impen- 

| | dam 


— 


— 1 =_ 
« > > E"G —A 


— 


dam & expendar: 2 Cor. 12. 15. I will 
very gladly ſpend and be ſpent for you. And 
therefore no difficulties fright him from 
his Work. 2 Cor. 11. 27. In wearineſs and 
painfulneſs, in Watchings, and Faſtings, &c. 
6. It is an Adventurous Care. A Pas 
rent will run all Hazards, whether of 
Health, or Eſtate, or Liſe it ſelf, to 
take Care of his Child. 4 ins 
And ſuch is a Miniſters Care for the 
State of his People. He will venture 
upon the hotteſt Trialls, and be bold in 
the Lord, Acts 14.3. — He will run up- 
on the greateſt dangers, and preach to 
the very face of. bis Adverſaries. Acts 9. 
29.— He will rejoyce to be ſervlce- 
able to his People, tho to the loſs: of 
his own Life: If they may be benefit- 
ed, and Chriſt may be magnified, let it 
be by bis Life or bis Death, he is ſatisfyed 
and glories in it. Phil, 1. 20.— 
” 7. It 1s a Salicitous Care. A Parent 
is not barely carefull, but he is v 
thoughtfull for his Child, Eſpecially 
when he Apprehendsgr ſuſpects him to 
be in danger. And 


— v — 
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And ſuch-is a Miniſters Care for the 
ſtate of his People. The very word in 
my Text (as I hinted: before) ſignifies 
a ſolicitous and anxious Care, and his 
Caſting about in his thoughts, and reſt- 
leſs Endea vours, how to promote their 
Spiritual Good. 1 Cor. 9. 19. Tho I be free 
from all men, yet 1 have made my ſelf Ser- 
pant to all, that I might gain the more. 
V. 22. To the weak became | as weak, that 
| might gain the weak; I am made all things 
to all men, that I might by all means ſave 
—_ 
8. It is an Unmercenary Care. A Pa- 
rent is not hired as a Nurſe to take care 
- of his Child, or tempted to it by any 
Cecular advantage, but deſires it of him- 
. ſelf (tho ſuch may be the Circuniſtan- 
it ces of his caſe, that he may not of him- 
d JN elf be able to do it, without ſome Al- 
lowances or Penſions from others.) ; 
And ſuch is a Miniſters care forthe 
ſtate of his People. He may be reward- 
y Led for it; but it is not the reward one - 
o II, nor the reward chiefly, that puts 
d 
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him upon all this Care, but a Conſci- 
ence bY duty to God his Maſter, and 
to the Souls of his People. And were 
they. incapable} of rovearding, and he 
able to ſübſit without it, he would 
not let go his Care of them, for want 
of a reward. 

If it be found otherwiſe in che world, 
and any Miniſter wry his own things ra- 
ther than the things of Chriſt, it is a Re- 
proach upon him, and he acts Unwor- 
thy of his Miniſtry. The Rule is 1 Tim. 
3. 3. not greedy of filth y lucre: and 1 Pet. 
5. 2. not for filthy lucre, but of a Ready 
Mad. And the Practice of the beſt and 
greateſt Miniſters has bin anſwerable to 
that rule. Acts 16. 3 3. I coveted no mans 
Silver, nor Gold, nor Apparell. — 2 Cor. 
12. 14. L will not be burdenſom to you, for 
1 ſeek not jours but you. «1 

By all this, you may g gather ſome: 
what of the meaning of this Expreſſi- 
on in the Text, viz, A Miniſters Nati 
ral * od his 1 5 . "- 


n Third 


* 
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"Third Generall. | 
th does it appear to be the Glory of 
4 @ Miniſter, to bave ſuch a Car of 
|| bus Peoples State? 


The Apoſtle deſcribes Timothy i in = 

Text, by this as a very Honourable Cha- 
» || rafter; He ſpeaks it much to his praile, 
and boaſts of him for it, That he had 
uch a Natural care of the State of bis Pegs 
dle, as none like him. But how does it ap- 
1. pear that this is a Mmiſters Glory ? 
t. I anſwer theſe four or hive ways: 
» 1. Herely the Miniſterial Rule is Ob- 
d ſerv d. The Apoſtle tells us in his Sa- 
O Fcred Director 00 Miniſters, That the 
ns Goſpel is onely to be committed to faithfull 
br. men; 2 Tim: 2. 2: That is, To ſuch as 
for will be faichfull to God, and faithful 
To their People.— And the Charge 
1c given is, Acls 20. 28. Take beed to your 
ſelves; wind to all the Flock, over which the 
Holy: Ghoſt hath made you Over-ſeers, to 
| *. the Church of God, which he bath pur⸗ 
85 _—_ with. his own Blood. And allo (ol. 
ird I | 4 17. 
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4. 17. Say to Archippus, Take heed to the 
Jr miſtry which thou haſt received in the || t 
Lord, that thou fulfill it. 07 
Noc it is the Glory of a Miniſter to 
obſerve the Goſpel Rule, and act in ¶ cee 
Conformity to 25 divine Direction giv- | Pe 
en him, in the Exercile of his Miniſtry. Mi 
Such an One is to be had in Reputation, am 
Phil. 2. 29. — He is worthy of : dauble Ho- not 
nat, 1 Tan, 5. 17. Yea, he will be honours I nou 
ed.with mam Honours, Act. 28. 1 — [ 

2. Hereby the Miniſterial Fund lion is ho · Ir 
noured. The world is too ready to re- 
proach and beſpatter this; : to look Hult. 
upon Minilters as the refuſe and O. you 8 | 
ing of all things: But if peter that eu 

the very bulinels- and deſign of! their N 
Lives, is to take care of the Souls off 
their Pro ople, and that Natival Ic linati rd h 
on, and not e Emalument, puts them ind 
upon ſuch a Care: They will ſoon enÞ 9, 7 
tertain more honourable thoughts botine 
ot their Perſons atid alſo ol their Office. Plo 

Now i is the Glory of a Miniſter tat lat 
bring a ä upon the Goſpelſhen 7 

5 My - 
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| Miniſtry: To maintain and e 
the Honour of it: And to magnify bi 
Office. 2 Cor. 6. 3. — 
) 3. Hereby the Miniſter * Work is ſuc: 
1 || creded; The greater Care is taken of a 
„People, the greater ſucceſs of Goſpel 
y. | Miniftrations, is Ordiuarily to be found 
n, | amongſt them. a. 65. 23. They ſhall 
o- ot labour in vant, nor bring forth for 
nought, — 1 Tem. 4. 16. Tale heed to thy 
1% and to thy Dali, continue in them, 
bo- Ir in doing this, thou ſhalt both [ave t thy 
elf and them that bear thee. — P/al. 126. 
ok alt. He that goeth forth, and werpeth, bears 
ring precious Seed, ſhall doubtleſs come again 
hatÞejoycing, bringing bis Sheaves with him. 
xeirſl} Now it is the Glory of a Miniſter to 
| of Kceed in his Work. Hs Converts ate call- 
d his Joy and his Crown, Phil. 4. 1.— 
1enyand” his Glory and his Joy, 1 _— 2. 
ene, 10. The Memory of ſuch an 
zothDne will be bleſſed: And in what a 
„ Þlory will he appear, when he ſhall ſay 
er tit laſt, Lord! here am I, and theſe Chil- 
ſpelſen * thou haſt given me? And how 
Mi I 2 —_ 


—— 
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will it add to his Joy and Glory? when 
he-ſhall hear one ſaying, Lord! this is 
the Miniſter by whom my Wandring 
Soul was firſt Reduced. And another, 

This was the Miniſter by whom J be⸗ 

| lieved. And another, this was the Mi- 

niſter by whom I was Eſtabliſhed, and 

for ſo many years Edifyed. And ano- 
ther, This was the Miniſter, by whom 
all my diſtracting doubts were clearly - | 
reſolved, and my Oppreſling Fears fully 
confuted. Oh! bleſſed be thy Name 
That I was born in his age, and in hi 
Countrey: That I ever ſaw. his Face} |, 
That I ever heard his Voice; That 4 
ever fate under his Miniſtry ! And wil 15 
not all this be Honourable? bi 4 
4. Hereby the Mmiſterial Patterns a wo 
Imitated. Such as this of Timothy in th 
Text, who is Recommended by. th 
Apoſtle as a None-ſuch amongſt Youn 
Miniſters. I have wo man like-minded. 
And of the Apoſtle who had « daf ind 
Care upon him of all the Churches, 2 Cl Flock 


A Oyer / 
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And above all, of the Great Shepherd, 
* | who gathered his Lambs with his Arms, and 
carried them in his Boſom, Iſa. 40. 11. — 
and tendred his People as the Apple of 
his e, Zech. 2.8. — Yea and Neglected 
4 his ovn neceſſary food to take care of them, 
"Þ 7oh. 4. 6, Gc. 

Now it is the glory of a Miniſter to 
Imitate ſuch Patterns: Eſpecially that 
of his great Lord; and who ever arriv'd 
to an higher glory than they? of whom 
It is ſaid, 1 Job. 4. 17. As be Das, ſo are 
we in this world? 

5. Hereby the Miniſterial Rewards are 
.& Aſſured, How ungratefull ſoever a diſin- 
genuous World way be, yet a faithfull 
and gracious God will never ſuffer his 
Miniſters to ſerve him for nought. He 
keeps an exact account of all their Pray- 
ers, of all cheir Sermons, of all their 
Labours; of all their Sighs, and Groans, 
Band Tears, and none ot them ſhall be 


Flock of God which is among you, taking the 
Overſight thereof, not by conſtraint but wil- 
N FM lingh, 


— x 
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lingly, not for filthy lucre but of a ready | 
mind: neither as being Lords over God's 0 
Heritage, but being Enſamples to the Flock : 
Aud when the die Shepherd ſhall appear, 
| Je ſhall receive a Crownof glory, that fadeth 
bot away— Dan. 12. 3. They that be wiſe 
ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the Firmament, 
and they that turn many to Righteouſneſs as 
the Starrt for ever and Ever, — Mat. 24. 
45, 46, 47. Who then is that faithfull and 
wiſe Servant, whom his Lord bath made 
ruler over bis bouſſuld, to give them meat in 
due ſeaſon * bleſſed is that Servant, whom 
| his Lord when be cometh ſhall find þ doing, 
verily 1 ſay unto you, he ſhall —_ him A- gl 
ler over all his gud. of 


= Now it is the Glory of a Miniſter 
|, to goon with his Work, ſo as he may 
| | not loſe his Reward. It was not onely 
a Comfort but an Hue to Paul, That 
| + he could ſay, 2 Tm. 4. 7, 8. I have 
'” fought 4 good fight, I have- finiſhed my 
Co ſe, I have kept the Faith, henceforth 
B fe: is laid up for me a Crop of Righte- 
1 |  ouſneſs, 


—— 


forming 
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afneſs, which the Lord the Righteous Judge 


ſhall give me at that day. 

Thus I have gone over the Dodtri- 
nall Part, and (hewn you what is meant 
by a Peoples State: And what by a Mi- 
niſters Natural Care of their State : And 
how it appears to be the Glory of 4 Mi. 
miſter to have ſuch a Natural Care of 
his People's State. 


APPLICATION; 


What remains now, But that we la- 


ment the Death of thoſe Miniſters whoſe = 
glory it has bin, To have 4 


Naturall Care 
of the Spiritual. ſtate of their People. 
cannot but upon this Occaſi- 


on, with a very Gokible- Concern tell 


you, That no Jeſs than Twelve Non-con- 
tre, Within the | compaſs 
(if 1 miſtake not) of | Five Years laſt 
paſt, have bin temov'd by Death out 


of this One County: of Suffolk, and Five 
of theſe out of this 'Town: of Ipſwich ; 
_ either _ or ſtatedly preach d 


— ed bam: De” wow 
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126 A Funeral Serve, 
amongſt you, or both. Beſides the ma- 
ny others of our Conforming Brethren, 
who were men of Great Learning, Ap- 
prov'd Integrity, Exemplary Piety, and Ori 
ſtian Candour and Moderation, whole num- 
ber I cannot determine. 

Now that /o many; and in ſo little « 
Time, and at ſuch a time as this, ſhould 
be call'd out of God's Vineyard, and 
ſent to Reſt, is matter of Juſt Lamen- 
tation and Aufull Prejage to us. 

Bur to come to our Preſent Caſe, 
That a Miniſter in the very ſtrength and 
flower of his Years, who had not yet 
fully attain'd to Forty Three: and whoſe 
Body ſeem'd to have bin built for a 
long Age; and inCourie of Nature, to 
be far from a Neceſlity of dying. 
And that an Orthodox: Mmiſter, in a 
time when ſo many Enthuſiaſtical Sedu- 
cers are propagating their Errours, Facti- 
ons, and Hereſies, with ſo much Ven- 
er and Zeal amongſt ue 

And that an Induſtrious Miniſter, in a 
rims n ſo many * and Lazy 

| Drones 


ſuch: 
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Prones are infeſting the Lords Vine- 


yard: | 


And that a fucceſsfull. Miniſter, when 


ſo many others are Unprofitable, and 


Uſeleſs. 


And that a Prudent Miniſter, when ſo 
much Folly, Indiſcretion, and Raſhneſs, 
is. found with others : 

And that an Acceptable Miniſter, when 


Jo few have the skill, or happineſs 


of making themſelves, or being made 


# #2 


And that a Moderate Monſter, when 


ſo many others in their Heat and Fury, 


are ſetting the World on Fire about 
. | IE | 

And that a Timothy, or One devoted 
to the Intereſt of God and his People; 


whenthe Generality of others are ſeek- 


ing their own things, and not the things 
of: Jeſus Chriſt : n | 
I gay, That ſuch an One, and at ſuch 
a time, and under ſuch | peculiar Cir- 


cumſtances 5 and in ſuch 4 lurprizing 


Manner ſhauld be remov'd- from us, 
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is a Manifold Aggravation of our Lok, 
and cauſe of this Lamentation. | --- 

And that the Reverend Mr. Timothy 
Wright (for the Interment of whoſe 
Remains we are now aſſembled ) was 
ſuch a Miniſter, I appeal to all Jo 
who knew him. 

Was he not One who had a Natwal 


Cee of the State of his People? 


Had he not an awful Concern upon 
him at all times for the Church in Ge- 
nerall? Did he not prefer Jeruſalem before 
his chief Joy? And was not this Evident, 
by his daily, Earneſt, and ſolemn Pray- 
ers for her? and his Zealouſly profe- 
cuting whatever he thought had a Ten. 
dency to her Spiritual Welfare? 

WII not the Several - places wherein he 
bas Exercisd his Miniſtry witneſs to 
this, That he had always a Very dis 
tural and tender Care of them? 

How many Years did he preach to 


an Handfull of poor People, with very 


Small 1 till he could o- 


| therwiſe provide for them? And the 
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appear in an higher Poſt ? 

But in rages to you, I may ſay 

as the Apoſtle to the Philippians, 
Chap 2, 22, Ie know the proof of bim, 
VIZ, 

How Convincingly, and with what 
ſtrength of Argument he has preach d 
amongſt you. 

How Authoritativeh, as an Ambaſſa⸗ 
dour of God. 


How Appoſi teh, to the Caſe of Eve · 


Soul. 


How dffeBtinateh, and with what a 


Jef Ire to win Souls. 

With what Oratory, and Elocution , 
and Life, and Majeſty, and yet with 
what a pleaſing Humility, and Com- 


manding Sweetne/s, and Every thing 
that * add a Decorum to his Mi- 


niſtry. 


It muſt needs Afflict you to think, 


that the Perſon you have loſt, was 
an Univerſal Scholar: A faithful Friend, 


a Said Chriſtian, and a Vigitant Paſtqw. 


One 


. fate of the Church required him to 
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One that Liv'd as he Preach'd; and 
Died as he Livd. Who rendred Reli- 
gion amiable by his Example, and 
was not a little carefull ro Propagate it 
in his Place. > PL. IT 7k 
In ſhort. His Life was Service, and 
his Death was Peace. I could never 
diſcover any Cloud on his Spirits, or 
Blott in his Evidences, at the neareſt 
approach of his laſt Enemy : He had 
not thoſe raviſhing Joys, and tranſ- 
rting Extaſies, which ſome of the 
Peculiar Favourites of Heaven have 
ſometimes had, but a very Solid Hope, 


and a Reſolute Faith, which are the 


ſureſt Evidence of a Subſtantiall (briſti- 


An. 


J muſt not forget to tell you. That 
tho by an Order of the All- wiſe Pro- 
vidence, he died not amongſt jou: 
vet he Died not without a very 


Affectionate Remembrance of you: [ 


ſolemnly commend my dear Flock, ſaith he, 


to the Care of God: Much after the Exam- 


ple of his great Maſter, before he left 
Soy EY the 


— 
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the World: John 17. 11. And nom I am 
no more in the World, but theſe are in the 
World, and I come to thee, Holy Father, 
keep through thine own Name, thoſe whom 


thou baſt given me, &c. 


And what can a dying Miniſter 
do more for his Beloved People, than 


commit them to the Care of the Living 


God, when he himlelt is capable of 


caring for them no more? 


Having ſpoken thus of your Mi- 


niſter, gve me leave in a few Words, 
to Apply my ſelf now, to you that were his 
People, th 


And what can] ſay leſs to you, than 
that you have loſt another very Faithfull 
and Painfull Paſtour. His Gracefull Pre- 


ſence muſt. never adorn this Pulpic 


more: The dumb Eloquence of his 
Comely Face, nor the more per{waſive 
Rhetorick of his alluring Tongue, muſt 
be known. to none again. Alas! He 
is now a going to the ſilent _ 

0 
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To the hard Lodging of Mortality! 


more, till be ftanal in his lor W 4 


Days 

He has Gaiſh 'd his Courſe: bande 2 
It is but for Three Nears, that God has 
bin ſeeking fruit of you, under his cate- 
full Minifly: doubt not but you 
promiſed your ſelves the Enjoyment 
of him, a much longer time: But woe 


be to thoſe that made no improve- 


ment of his Miniſtry for the while they 
had it: Alas! What account will the 
be able to give to God of ſo great a 
Priviledge, at the Revelation of his 
Righteous Judgment ! I tell you the 
more Eminent Miniſters you have had, 
the greater muſt your accoutit be for 
them; and the _ aggravated will 
your Damnation be, if you have 15 
Wh under them. 

IQ cannot but ſuggeſt to you a Tres 
fold Duty now Incumbent. 
1. Your Duty with reſpełt to your Dead 
=. 1 nn And that is, to ſhew a 76. 

gard 


And not to be Seen, ot Heard of 


ft © kk i. „ . 
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gar to their Memories: To keep 
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mind their Doftrines : And to — 
them in their Lives. This would be 
much more, than your Building the Se- 
pulebres, and Adorning the Tombs of the 


Prophets. And God forbid, that it 


ſhou'd be ever ſaid of this People, that 


they buried their Preacher and his Sermons 


werber! in the ſame grave. 

2. Jour Duty with reſpett to Jour Living 
Maniſters. And that is, to walk by theſe 
Lights whilſt you have them: Yer a 
little longer and they muſt ſhine no 
more: Their Light is not a laſting 
Light: Theſe Candles may ſoon be 
out. And therefore make the ſame 
Uſe. of Miniſters whilſt they live, 
as you ſhall wiſh 
they are Dead: And whulſt you are 
in Healch and Well, as you ſhall wiſh 
you had, when you your ſelves are Sick 
and Dying. 

z. Jour Duty with reſpett to your ſelves, bes. 
And that is, to leave it by Faith with 


vide 


the Great ſhepherd of _ to pro 


you had, i 


134 A Fuanerall Sermmi. 
vide for you a Paſtour after his own 
Heart. 106 K Sela Aber, 
doubt not, but you well conſider 
that the choice of a Miniſter, next 
to your chooſing of. Chriſt; is the 
ſolemneſt act of all your Lives: And 
that not only your own Souls, but the 
Souls alſo of your Poſterity, are im- 
mediately concern d therein: And 
therefore as you would have the Ge- 
nerations to come, to call you Bleſſed, 
I earneſtly Exhort, that ſuch a ſolemn 
Concern, of Common Intereſt, may 
be fairly: introduced by Fervent :Pray- 
er, and Religious Faſting: . And all 
following methods puriued with a 
moſt Harmonious, and Common con- 
| ſent : That ſo the Unity of the Spi- 
rit may be kept again in the Bond 
of Peace, and God may Vouchſaſe 
you another Timothy, or One Like- 
minded, that may Naturally Care for your 
ſtate, a A RE e 


- I mult beg leave to 


add one Word 


more, 
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| | rhibre; and that is to my Reverend ann 
| and/Brethren in the Miniſtry. > 


I deubt not but you are ol very 
de eply ſenſible of this great loſs, and [ 
believe; the longer we live we on be | 
more ſenſible ſtil! of Wh A 
There is a  Twotold J mprovertions 
hereof, which I would carey urge 
upon my ſelf and your - 

, 1. 25 his Pon Example provoke 
Had he a Natuall Care of the 
ew of People? Let us have the 
= of ours. Has he ſerved ſo di- 
ligently in his Gempeation? 875 not us 

be ſlochfull. - wy 
4 „Bieten! [Have act r hes 
* ſore” od) to ſerve as he? Haye we 
2 Jame Judge to give an account 

e to? Rad have not we like pretious 


= | Souls ts deal with 2 And why then 
* fſhduld not eur Care of them be che 
lame as his ? 
| 1-canitior but (peak again of of bd Love 
d 0 Sul To NA 1 1531; 


5 He 
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Hue lov'd them above bis Eaſe : He 

was willing of any Fatigue to ferve 
them. <P ro r 

Above his Profit; he was willing to 

be at Charge to ſerve them. 


Above his Reputation”. and Cre. 


dit in the World: He was willing 
ro be Reproach'd in the ſervice of 
Above his Health: He was willing 
to hazard that to win Souls. 
Vea, and above his Life too: He 
Was willing to be offered upon the Sas 
crifice and Service of their Faith, | As 
did (ſufficiently appear from the ma- 
nagement of himſelf, as to tbe laſt 
Sermon he ever Preachd : From 
Which he was Earneſtly diſſwaded, 
for fear of an Injury to bis Life or 


Health: But, ſays he, hut mat- 


ter if 'my Life. goes , if God will but 
this Day Save 4 Foul, by 19 Mint- 
ſtry * | 210 et 215361 
Oh! Brethren ! Are our Lives 
better than his? Are not the Souls 


of 
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of Men better than our Lives? Did 
Chriſt himſelf willingly loſe his Life 
for them, and ſhall we be back ward 3. 
Why, what is this Lite of ours? Let 
them be fond of it, that know: of no 
+. | better? By whom, and for what 
is this. Life given ? If it was God that 
of | gave it, and he gave it for his Service, 
let it go in that Service; and be that 
loſeth lis Life ſpall find it. 

2. Let bis unexpected Death. Alarum 
He . Surely tis a very awakening Pro- 
<4» | vidence, Eſpecially ro Young Mini- 
As Iſters! Let none of us ſay, our Moun- | 
tain ſtands faſt, and we ſhall not be moved. 
aft | How ſoon can God break the Health- 
fulleſt Conſtitution 2 And Death ſtorm 
the ſtiongeſt Fort? It is but a few days 
ince; and we might have ſaid of 
Jour Deceaſed Brother; that his Bow abode 
but lin ſtrengtb: And in as few Days to 
in- (comes; it may poſſibly - be ſaid, That 
Iours is broke as well as bis. Oh! How. 
ives (good is it to be always ready! W. 
ouls can never be ſafe againſt Deaths Ar 
ei K 2 „ 
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reſt : | Wherever we go, it Travells 
with us: Yeath0 it be upon out Lords 
Errand: Thete's none of us knows. but 
we may meet it in our Pulpits Which 
was almoſt the: Cale hire: I hall 
only add; Bleſſed is the Perſon, : whom 
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